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Important Safety Information 

®

 Drug Interactions
® ®
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(Hypericum perforatum).
® ®
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® ®

®

® ®

Resistance

This is my playlist

ONCE-A-DAY LEXIVA/r* 

*Once-daily dosing is not recommended for patients who have taken protease inhibitors (PIs) in the past.

LEXIVA is indicated in combination with other antiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV infection. 

Please see important Patient Information below and on the following page. 

Individual results may vary.                                            By prescription only.                                            Model used for illustrative purposes only.

Your playlist is full.

   Talk to your doctor to see if 
 LEXIVA/r meets your HIV needs.

Ask your doctor about the Patient Savings Card 
or visit www.mysupportcard.com to learn how 
to save on your out-of-pocket expenses.

Ask your doctor about the Patient Savings Card 

PATIENT
SAVINGS CARD*

*Subject to eligibility. Restrictions apply. 
See Rules and Regulations on enclosed Patient Savings Card

$100
UP
TO

off your monthly out-of-pocket
costs for up to two years

PPA_4C_B_short

If you don’t have prescription coverage and can’t 
afford your medicines, visit pparx.org, or call 

1-888-4PPA-NOW (1-888-477-2669)
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PATIENT INFORMATION

LEXIVA®

(lex-EE-vah)
(fosamprenavir calcium) 

Tablets and Oral Suspension

Read the Patient Information that comes with LEXIVA before you start taking it and
each time you get a refill. There may be new information. This information does not
take the place of talking with your healthcare provider about your medical condition
or treatment. It is important to remain under a healthcare provider's care while 
taking LEXIVA. Do not change or stop treatment without first talking with your 
healthcare provider. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you have any
questions about LEXIVA.

What is the most important information I should know about LEXIVA?
LEXIVA can cause dangerous and life-threatening interactions if taken with certain
other medicines. Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements.

Know all the medicines you take, including prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. Keep a list of the medicines you take.

new medicine or refill. Your healthcare providers and pharmacists must know all the
medicines you take. They will tell you if you can take other medicines with LEXIVA.
Do not start any new medicines while you are taking LEXIVA without talking with 
your healthcare provider or pharmacist. You can ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for a list of medicines that can interact with LEXIVA.

What is LEXIVA?
LEXIVA is a medicine you take by mouth to treat HIV infection. HIV is the virus that

anti-HIV medicines called protease inhibitors. LEXIVA is always used with other anti-
HIV medicines. When used in combination therapy, LEXIVA may help lower the amount
of HIV found in your blood, raise CD4+ (T) cell counts, and keep your immune 
system as healthy as possible, so it can help fight infection. However, LEXIVA does 
not work in all patients with HIV. 

LEXIVA does not:

have fewer of the medical problems (opportunistic infections) that people get 

virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections. It is very
important that you see your healthcare provider regularly while you are taking
LEXIVA. The long-term effects of LEXIVA are not known.

needles, or being exposed to your blood. For your health and the health of others,
it is important to always practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane 
condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or
blood. Never use or share dirty needles.

LEXIVA has not been fully studied in children under the age of 2 or in adults over the
age of 65.

Who should not take LEXIVA?
Do not take LEXIVA if you:

information I should know about LEXIVA?” Do not take the following medicines*
with LEXIVA. You could develop serious or life threatening problems. 

® (triazolam; used for insomnia) 

®, MIGRANAL®, D.H.E. 45®, ergotrate maleate,
METHERGINE®, and others (used for migraine headaches)

® (cisapride), used for certain stomach problems
® (midazolam), used for sedation

® (pimozide), used for Tourette’s disorder

®

(ritonavir) together. You could develop serious or life-threatening problems. Tell your
healthcare provider about all medicines you are taking before you begin taking 

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking LEXIVA?
Before taking LEXIVA, tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical 

your unborn baby. You and your healthcare provider will need to decide if LEXIVA
is right for you. If you use LEXIVA while you are pregnant, talk to your healthcare
provider about how you can be on the Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry.

the chance of passing the HIV virus to your baby through your milk. Also, it is not
known if LEXIVA can pass into your breast milk and if it can harm your baby. If you
are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk with your healthcare provider about
the best way to feed your baby.  

be right for you. 

medicines.

Before taking LEXIVA, tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. LEXIVA can cause dangerous and life-threatening interactions if taken
with certain other medicines. You may need dose changes in some of your medicines

the most important information I should know about LEXIVA.”). Know all the medicines
that you take and keep a list of them with you to show healthcare providers and 
pharmacists.

Women who use birth control pills should choose a different kind of contraception.

effectiveness of birth control pills. Talk to your healthcare provider about choosing an
effective contraceptive.

How should I take LEXIVA?

not change your dose or stop taking LEXIVA without talking with your healthcare
provider.

occurs within 30 minutes after dosing, the dose should be repeated.

from your healthcare provider or pharmacy. The amount of HIV virus in your blood
may increase if one or more of the medicines are stopped, even for a short time.

than 4 hours, wait and take the next dose at the regular time. However, if you miss
a dose by fewer than 4 hours, take your missed dose right away. Then take your
next dose at the regular time.

center right away.

What should I avoid while taking LEXIVA?

take LEXIVA?”

with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

from passing the HIV infection to others. 

toothbrushes or razor blades.

a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen,
vaginal secretions, or blood.

What are the possible side effects of LEXIVA?

reported. Tell your healthcare provider if you get a rash or develop facial swelling
after starting LEXIVA.

How should I store LEXIVA?

General information about LEXIVA

What are the ingredients in LEXIVA?
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“If what you want is equal rights, you want equal  
rights.  And it’s worth demanding equal rights.   

And if somebody’s telling you to wait for them, it’s hard 
for them to argue that they’re also on your side.  If you’re 

in the position of being an advocate, you’re  
in the position of asking for what you think is  

rightfully yours. Ask for it.”
RACHEL MADDOW
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Who can turn the world on with her smile? A thirty-something, unabashed, liberal 
lesbian Rhodes Scholar whose sharp wit and warm manner has made her a TV 

force to be reckoned with.* 

 *And she’s done it in under a year! 
Joe Jervis (aka Joe.My.God.) gets the story. 
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In the media saturation bomb-
ing that was the run-up to the 
2008 election, Rachel Maddow 

burst into the national consciousness 
when her incisive commentary and 
gently snarky wit turned her fledgling 
evening program on MSNBC into 
required viewing for progressives. 

Longtime activist, author and Siri-
usXM radio host Michelangelo Signorile 
raves: “Rachel not only brings enormous 
visibility to all of us by being openly gay 
and an anchor; she has risen to the occa-
sion and become a leader in the media 
on LGBT issues, helping to properly 
frame them for the mainstream press 
and bring important perspective.”  
Blogger Pam Spaulding, of “Pam’s 
House Blend” who like Maddow, is 
an honoree of the freshly-created 
Women’s Media Awards and a lesbian 
herself, calls her a “major asset” to the 
LGBT movement. “Rachel Maddow is 
modeling the kind professionalism that 
will serve the next generation of LGBT 
newsmedia figures.”

Fresh from the studio, still in 
makeup, Maddow is warm, personable 
– and sharp as a tack. You want her at 
your next party. She laughs easily and 
answers questions carefully; not in a 
way that reads as circumspect, but as 
meticulous. In a business where nuance 
is in short supply and always in danger 
of morphing into utter bullshit,  
Maddow has a refreshing appreciation 
for clarity. 

 
Pride: Let’s start with a classic.  
When did you first know you were gay 
and when did you first do something 
about it? 
Rachel Maddow: I think I was 16 and it 
literally came to me as an abstraction. 
It didn’t come to me in terms of “I think 
I like that girl,” or “I think I’m falling in 
love.” It was, “It would make sense to me 
if I ended up being a gay person.” 

It was just a random intellectual 
thought, not a hormonal urge? 
Right. It very quickly became a hor-

monal urge, but I remember when it 
first occurred to me that I might be 
gay, it was more like realizing that that 
would be the thing that would make 
sense for a lot of things that I had felt 
over the course of my whole life and 
maybe that was an explanatory con-
struct. And I remember thinking that 
and then my next thought - I shit you 
not - was “But I hate softball!” [Laughs] 
And so, I thought, “I can’t possibly be a 
lesbian because the only thing I know 
about lesbians is they play softball and  
I will never.” That was my thought. I  
had my first relationship with a girl 
when I was in college. And then I had a 
lot of them. 

How was your gay social life at Stan-
ford and Oxford? 
I was one of precisely two people 
who were out in my freshman class 
at Stanford: me, and this really nice 
Liberian girl who had a very strict 
minister father. And I always thought, 
“she has such a hard time, I have no 
business complaining.” [laughs] So even 
though there were only two of us out in 
that whole class, I definitely felt lucky 
even at that point. And then ultimately 
it became a friendlier place as I got 
older and stayed there for longer and 
more people came out. But there was 
a long time when I was the only one I 
knew. And by the time I got to Oxford, 
I wasn’t all that interested in living in a 
student culture. And so I made friends 
with the townies [laughs] and then 
ultimately moved to London. 

You got your doctorate at Oxford on 
Rhodes Scholarship. Do people ever 
call you “Dr. Maddow”? 
Only when they’re making fun of me. 

You cut your activist teeth on AIDS 
activism. What drew you to that? 
Well, being a gay kid in the 80s and 90s 
in the Bay Area, it was pretty unavoid-
able. I was born in 1973, so as a 16-year 
old figuring out I was gay, in 1989, in the 
Bay Area, that was a pretty apocalyp-

tic time and I just felt like I needed to 
join. I needed to help. There was a fight 
for survival by these incredibly brave, 
smart, aggressive, uncompromising, 
accomplished, inspiring activists. And 
I wanted to be some very small part of 
this noble thing.

If you talk to a long-term survivor 
with AIDS, or anyone who lived in the 
Bay Area at that time, most of them 
will tell you they or their friends owe 
their lives to the lesbians. Did you tie 
into that?
I was too young, really. In 1989 when I 
was coming out and first deciding to do 
AIDS work, I was 16 and I went to col-
lege and it was 1994 before I moved to 
San Francisco proper. And, I guess the 
end of 1993, the beginning of 1994,  
I joined ACTUP.

ACTUP Golden Gate or ACTUP San 
Francisco? Good question. I tried to 
join ACTUP Golden Gate and it was 
such a treatment-focused activist 
group at that point I felt like I was in 
over my head, because I didn’t have 
enough science background. I ended up 
joining ACTUP San Francisco where 
I had very—far fewer social contacts, 
but where I felt like I could get some-
thing done. And I joined the Prison 
Issues Group.  And the Prison Issues 
Group got some amazing stuff done.  
[Prisoners got] the worst standard of 
care that I knew of for anybody in the 
United States who was HIV-positive. 
And because it was prisons, it seemed 
hard to work on but it also felt like very 
low-hanging fruit in terms of what we 
were asking for. And I felt like I could do 
it. I moved to London and became part 
of the AIDS Treatment Project there, 
which is a real pioneering group, and 
ended up getting very, very much into 
the treatment activist stuff and getting 
a real scientific head for that sort of 
work. But being involved with prison 
stuff was galvanizing; intellectually gal-
vanizing, emotionally galvanizing and I 
finally felt like I really was helping. 
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Jumping forward a little bit, a great 
deal has been made of your television 
viewing habits.
Yeah [laughs]. I did buy a television. I 
have turned it on once. There’s a New 
York Sports channel that shows the 
Mets games after they happen and they 
don’t show the whole game. They just 
show every hit, so the game goes very 
fast. They call it “Fast Forward.” So I 
watched five minutes of a Mets game, 
which is about seven innings [laughs] 
on Fast Forward once. That’s the only 
time I’ve had it on. I’m terrified of the 
television. I’m worried that I won’t 
work, I won’t eat, I won’t sleep, I won’t 
do anything, I’ll just get sucked into it. 
So I just turned it on the once, but it’s in 
my apartment.

Last month, Out Magazine ranked 
you as the fourth most powerful gay 
person in America.
[laughs] Okay who was third? 

Anderson Cooper. Barney Frank 
was first, Ellen DeGeneres second. 
They said “Few could have predicted 
your meteoric rise in popularity.” 
Our question is ‘Are you where you 
thought you’d be right now?’
I don’t tend to plan things like that. 
I have always aspired to the Lucinda 
Williams model of overnight sensation, 
which is the 15-year hard slog overnight 
sensation, which is that you’ve been 
doing the work for a very, very long time, 
and then ultimately somebody notices 
you who doesn’t realize you’ve been 
doing that work for that long. And they 
call you an overnight sensation and 
claim your success. 

Are you aware that you’re considered a 
de facto leader of the Gay Movement? 
That says more about the Gay Move-
ment than it says about me. 

What does your family think of  
your success? 
My family is incredibly supportive and 
wonderful. That wasn’t always the case. 

We certainly had our rough periods. 
I will admit, I came out in sort of an 
obnoxious way [laughs]. 

(brightening) Do tell!   
It was my first year in college and I 
decided to publish a broadside, declar-
ing to my homophobic freshman dorm 
that I was gay. They wrote about me 
in the student paper. And I relied on a 
dumb assurance from the paper that 
they wouldn’t publish the article about 
me until I’d gone home that weekend 
and told my parents. Of course, they 
published it before I got home. So my 
parents got the article about me coming 
out -anonymously mailed to them the 
day before I was due to come home to 
tell them. That’s a really obnoxious way 
to find out that your kid is gay.

 
As an out, public media figure, we’re 
curious what you think about your 
colleague over at CNN. Should Ander-
son Cooper officially come out? 
I have a lot of respect for Anderson Coo-
per as a journalist and I think he should 
do whatever he wants to do. I believe in 
outing people who are privately gay and 
publicly anti-gay. If you’re not publicly 
anti-gay it’s your own decision what to 
do with your life. 

You’re working on a book about poli-
tics in the military. Why that topic?
I think liberals have been bullied into 
never talking about national security in 
the military and I think that means that 
the entire policy territory of national 
security has been ceded to the Hawks. 
And I think the doves have a lot to say 
about the military and about national 
security and I’m not a partisan person, 
but I am definitely a liberal. I think that 
the more liberals feel empowered and 
confident about engaging on how they 
feel about foreign policy in the military, 
the better off the country will be. The 
foreign policy consensus that we’ve 
got right now isn’t really nonpartisan 
or bipartisan, it’s just rightwing and it 
doesn’t serve our national interest well. 

You’ve demonstrated an affinity for 
national security and military topics 
on your MSNBC show as well. Lt. 
Dan Choi came out on your show and 
was later fired for it as was Lt. Col. 
Victor Ferenbach, a highly-decorated 
jet pilot and flight instructor. What 
influence do you think you may 
personally be having on the Obama 
administration by giving these men 
this platform? 
I have no idea, honestly. I’m not trying 
to mount a campaign in order to get 
them to change [Don’t ask. Don’t tell.] 
I’m trying to report on what the impact 
of the policy is. The impact of that in 
terms of whether or not it changes what 
the Obama administration is doing, 
depends on whether or not they’re 
moved by this reporting; that depends 
on them. 

Speaking of DADT, many Gay activ-
ists have been increasingly critical of 
the Obama administration’s failure 
to follow through on his campaign 
promises. Are we expecting too much 
too soon? 
I don’t think the Gay Community is 
remiss in failing to calibrate how much 
we expect. I think if what you want is 
Equal Rights, you want Equal Rights. 
And it’s worth demanding Equal Rights. 
It’s the politicians’ job to put you off. 
It’s the politicians’ job to weigh your 
demands against others. We shouldn’t 
be put in the position of having to make 
the political calculation of when is the 
“right time.”

Continuing in that vein, Marriage 
Equality has consumed the gay  
movement for the last two years,  
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some would say at the cost of more 
important issues, like the Employ-
ment Nondiscrimination Act. As 
a private gay person, not as a news 
anchor, what, for you personally is  
the most important issue in  
the movement? 
I’m gonna chew some ice now. 

I’ll throw some examples out there: 
DADT, immigration Equality, the HIV 
Travel Ban, The Defense of Marriage 
Act, the Hate Crimes Act.
-- I’m a classical liberal on all issues, 
including gay rights issues. And I can 
speak from my personal experience in 
terms of how different gay rights issues 
affect me. But in terms of how I think 
about American politics, it’s really 
more about being a liberal. And to me 
it’s about nondiscrimination and the 
equality of access. And so for me, DADT 
is employment discrimination. I realize 
that ENDA and DADT are being dealt 
with as separate issues, but frankly it’s 
employment discrimination. It is ‘Gays 
need not apply and if you are found out 
to be gay, you’ll be excluded from this 
job.’  I just don’t think that’s American. 
There’s a lot of things that if I could 
wish them into being, I would - I want 
a cure for AIDS more than anything in 
the world - but in terms of what I feel 
is unstoppably American, it’s nondis-
crimination. 

Andrew Sullivan has called the Hate 
Crimes Act “boutique legislation” 
promoted by gay rights organiza-
tions to keep their large staffs and 
fancy buildings funded. His essay was 
widely trumpeted on right-wing and 
Christian blogs as, ‘Ah-HA! Even the 
gays know that the hate crimes act is a 
fraud.” What do you think about what 
he said? 
I think the reason hate crimes need 
special recognition under the law is 
because when people are targeted for 
violent crime on the basis of specific 
characteristics about them, it’s not an 
individual crime anymore. It’s a crime 

that’s designed to terrorize a popula-
tion. And if it’s a crime designed to 
terrorize a population, there are a 
couple implications of that. One is that 
local law enforcement may agree with 
the perpetrators to the extent that 
they’re not willing to help solve that 
crime. Number two is that it has a wider 
implication than the individual harm 
done to the individual victim. And the 
idea that somebody singled out and 
beaten or killed because they’re trans-
gender, or because of their national 
origin, or because of their race, should 
just be treated as if they were beaten or 
killed at random...I think is naive.  

On a lighter note, who’s been your 
favorite guest on the show? Who’s 
been your least favorite, and who is 
your dream “get”? 
My favorite guest hasn’t happened yet. 
My least favorite guest hasn’t happened 
yet. The best interview that I’ve ever 
done in my life is Tony Kushner, and I 
don’t often interview artists, authors 
and writers just because I’m a Policy 
Dork. I really like talking about Policy 
and Politics. The arts and humanities 
is something I’m very interested in and 
my partner’s an artist and it’s a very 
important part of how I live, but it’s 
hard for me to make broadcasting out 
of it, so I’m always a little reluctant. 
But I had the experience of interview-
ing Tony Kushner and was so blown 
away by his intellect that it was the 
single standout interview that I’ve ever 
done in my entire career. And I never 
would’ve expected that in a million 
years, but he’s a genius and I’ve never 
felt that way about interviewing any-
body ever before. 

My dream “get” is Dick Cheney and 
George W. Bush, either one of them. I 
have a lot of questions for them. 

Some people say that Gay Pride events 
are shallow, vapid, narcissistic, 
ridiculous fleshpots on parade - 
Unlike the rest of American culture? 
[laughs] 

- that are really to the detriment of 
the movement. Other people say we 
should let our freak flags fly.  Sort of 
“It’s our party, screw the haters”. Do 
you think we’re ever going to be at 
that post-gay place that Andrew Sul-
livan keeps predicting where there’s 
no need for Pride because we’re so 
assimilated? 
[laughs] I hope not. I’m a pro-subcul-
ture person. I really believe that the 
strength of the American experience 
depends on having lots of different ways 
to be an American. And that depends 
on having cultures both of choice and 
necessity that are different than the 
mainstream. I love gay culture and I 
lament that so much of it is drawn from 
our need to survive discrimination 
and violence. But I also have so much 
respect for what we’ve built and I love 
the support that gay people give one 
another. I love that we are not main-
stream and I love the fight to get the 
rights the mainstream has. But I don’t 
ever want it to make us normal. I don’t 
resent the fact that there is a “normal” 
but I really, really value the fact for all 
Americans that there’s a lot of different 
ways to be not normal and still be proud, 
and civic-minded and proud to be an 
American. 
    
Have you ever been in a Gay Pride 
parade? 
I have been in a lot of Gay Pride parades. I 
started going to Gay Pride events when I 
was 17. I love Gay Pride. I have to say that 
I do have one problem with Gay Pride, 
which is that in every Gay Pride I’ve ever 
been to, there’s the PLFAG contingent, 
where the parents walk past with the 
signs that say “I love my gay son.” 

You cry? 
I don’t cry. I dissolve. I’m a mess for an 
hour and can’t do anything else and 
have to go home. 

That’s a good note to end on.  
We’re done.
This is great. Thank you!
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EVALUATING OBAMA

The spring semester is over and while Barack may have passed or 
even aced some of his other classes, when it comes to LGBT Rights 

101 he’s at serious risk of failing. He talks a good game in class, but his 
attendance is spotty. His homework, when he bothers to hand it in, is 

subpar, which may indicate a lack of interest or commitment to the 
subject matter. At the rate he’s going, he’ll have to work very hard to 

raise the “D” he’s got now. Karen Ocamb sends a warning letter home. 

P09_Obama2_xxx.indd   24 6/1/09   3:59:26 PM



25

Life with Barack Obama is a roller coaster 
ride. One minute, the heart races with 
anticipation as the first African American 

– with a pro-gay record - is sworn in as President of 
the United States. The next minute – the stomach 
lurches as the roller coaster begins a harrowing 
descent - this same man invites antigay Pastor Rick 
Warren to deliver the Inaugural Invocation. 

The promise of candidate Barack Obama was 
more than just a historical milestone: it was the 
desperate belief that this child of a mixed-race mar-
riage (still illegal in many states when he was born) 
this Harvard Law School graduate, constitutional 
scholar and community activist whose inspiring 
rhetoric about the “audacity of hope” and “change 
you can believe in,” could and would salvage the 
Constitution and restore America’s moral author-
ity abroad. 

Of course, the LGBT community also had high 
hopes that, despite significant bumps along the way, 
Obama inherently grasped the movement for equal-
ity and the complexities of discrimination based on 
same gender attraction and gender identity. 

“The time has come to reaffirm our enduring 
spirit; to choose our better history; to carry forward 
that precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from 
generation to generation: the God-given promise 
that all are equal, all are free, and all deserve a 
chance to pursue their full measure of happiness,” 
Obama said during his Inaugural speech. 

In Obama’s first 100 days, most Americans felt 
he was making good on his campaign promises 
—appointing Hillary Clinton as Secretary of State; 
signing legislation effecting women’s job earn-
ings; lifting bans on federal funding associated 
with abortion rights and stem cell research; order-
ing the closure of Guantanamo Bay prison camp 
and releasing photos and memos detailing Bush 
Administration-approved “enhanced interroga-
tion techniques,” such as water-boarding. 

Obama also scored good marks for tackling the 
unexpected economic downturn and healthcare 
reform, as well as making overtures to the increas-
ingly ideologically stringent Republicans.   

Overall, by April 29, Obama earned a B+ to A for 
calming fears and presenting an action plan unlike 
any since President’s Roosevelt’s “New Deal.” 

Since then, however, critics have decried Obama’s 
reversals—most notably in expanding the Bush 
arguments on state secrets and warrantless wire 
taps.  There have been complaints about his refusal 
to investigate and hold accountable those respon-
sible for ordering and carrying out torture. And 
environmentalists were appalled that Obama failed 
to rescind Bush policies that prohibit protecting 
polar bears from global warming. 

>> LGBT rights and HIV/AIDS, meanwhile, were 
relegated to the announcement of some funding for 
a media campaign on HIV prevention, and admin-
istration appointments that have yet to result in 
significant pro-LGBT policy changes. 

On Salon.com, sex columnist Dan Savage went 
so far as to give the President a “D-fucking-minus.” 
While Savage applauded the White House for fea-
turing gay issues under civil rights on their website, 
he took Obama to task, saying “your defense sec-
retary has been walking back your promise to end 
Don't Ask, Don't Tell; you haven't moved to repeal 
the Defense of Marriage Act; the HIV travel ban is 
still in effect. Point these things out and your sup-
porters scream that in the grand scheme of things 
gay issues are unimportant! Trivial distractions! 
Agreed: Gay issues are trivial distractions when 
compared to the economy, war, etc. But that could 
just as easily be an argument for moving on our 
issues.” Most pointedly, he asked, “If not now, 
when?” 

Richard Socarides, a senior advisor to President 
Bill Clinton on LGBT rights, agreed in a recent 
Washington Post op-ed entitled “Where's Our 
'Fierce Advocate'?” In part, Socarides wrote: “In 
December, while trying to quiet the furor over his 
invitation of Rick Warren to take part in his inau-
guration, Barack Obama reminded us that he had 
been a ‘consistent’ and ‘fierce advocate of equality 
for gay and lesbian Americans.’ But at the end of its 
first 100 days, his administration has been neither. 
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What makes this especially disappointing is that 
it comes during a crisis-driven ‘change moment’ 
in our country's history that not only cries out for 
leadership but presents a particularly good climate 
for making substantial progress on gay equality.” 

>> What makes Obama’s rhetoric about being a 
“fierce advocate for equality for gay and lesbian 
Americans” so egregious are his apparent attempts 
to deflect from having to actually do something 
about what he says he believes in. 

“Part of the reason that LGBT issues are impor-
tant to me is because I got into politics in part 
because I don't like people looking down on other 
people. It bothers me,” Obama said at the Human 
Rights Campaign/Logo presidential debate in 
August 2007. “But part of what prompts me is also 
this hopefulness, this belief that, you know, there's 
a core decency to most people, and certainly most 
Americans, and that our founding documents, I 
think, have a set of universal truths that are really 
important. And the key question for the next presi-
dent is “Can we tap back into that core decency and 
can we appeal to what Lincoln called ‘the better 
angels of our nature’?”

Referring to his track record on LGBT issues as 
a state senator in Chicago and later as US Senator, 
candidate Obama said: “[My] attitude is if people 
are being treated unfairly and unequally, then 
they're being treated unfairly and unequally and 
it needs to be fixed.” 

And yet when lesbian Army Second Lt. Sandy 
Tsao sent Obama a letter pleading for his inter-
cession so that she would not be discharged under 
DADT, he sent back a hand-written note claiming 
that he’d keep to his commitment regarding equal-
ity. Tsao was fired, nonetheless. 

And Lt. Dan Choi, a West Point graduate and 
Iraq veteran fluent in Arabic, is challenging his 
dismissal after coming out on Rachel Maddow’s 
MSNBC show in mid-May. Even “Daily Show” 
host Jon Stewart noted the absurdity: “So it’s okay 
to water-board a guy over 80 times but God forbid 
the guy who understood what that prick was say-
ing has a boyfriend. Water-boarding may make 
the prisoner talk - but it ain’t gonna make him talk 
English.”  

The fact is that Choi and Tsao join 12,000 oth-
ers—including 54 Arab translators—discharged 
for being gay. There is a temporary fix, according 
to Gays-in-the-military expert Aaron Belkin who 
explained on Huffington Post that “The President 
can order the military to stop investigating service 
members' sexuality,” which would provide a stop-
gap measure until Congress repeals DADT.

And so the question boils down to whether 
Obama is simply a well-spoken same-old, same-old 
politician, or a visionary leader who will act on what 
he promises and says he believes. 

Evidence for the former conclusion is documen-
tation uncovered by the Chicago-based Windy City 
Times showing Obama’s support for full marriage 
equality in 1996. "I favor legalizing same-sex mar-
riages, and would fight efforts to prohibit such 
marriages," he wrote on a candidate questionnaire. 

By 2004 while running for the U.S. Senate, he had 
changed his stance. "Obama clearly stated that lack 
of support for full marriage equality was a matter of 
strategy rather than principle," Windy City Times' 
publisher and executive editor Tracy Baim wrote 
in this year’s cover story.

Since then, pragmatist Obama has imbued the 
word “marriage” with religious connotations. Mar-
riage should be between a man and a woman, he told 
Rick Warren, because “God is in the mix.” 

>> Expectations for LGBT equality have diminished 
so substantially since Obama took office that many 
leaders now think the only legislative success in the 
next few years will be a hate crimes bill and possibly 
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act. There’s 

“Part of the reason that LGBT issues 
are important to me is because I got 

into politics in part because I don't 
like people looking down on other 

people. It bothers me,”
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also hope for the desperately needed National Strat-
egy on HIV/AIDS, delayed despite the Center for 
Disease Control’s revised estimates that there are 
56,000 new HIV infections each year. 

>> As a constitutional scholar, Obama would know 
that America’s “founding documents” were pre-
mised on equality. There was no other overriding 
concern back then such as a crumbling economy or 
healthcare system to color them.  And yet, despite 
lofty rhetoric, LGBT equality is often dismissed as 
a nagging “social issue” in the “culture wars” which 
can be crassly bargained away in the face of political 
or religious objections. 

In this political and “pragmatic” framework, full 
equality for the LGBT minority is given the same 
moral, ethical and legal weight as an individual’s 
personal religious belief that gays are an “abomi-
nation” that deserve no “special rights.” Indeed, 
Obama is apparently seeking “religious conscience 
exemptions” to some laws as a way to find “common 
ground,” thus providing a backdoor sledgehammer 
to equal protection clauses in the federal and state 
constitutions.  

>> Obama will be tested on LGBT rights as he shep-
herds Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor 
(his nominee at presstime, who appears to have a 
history of solid support for privacy rights) through 
what may be a minefield of Confirmation hearings. 

Issuing report cards for those in public office 
is an effective and necessary means to evaluate 
progress. Right now, if the LGBT community were 
to issue one for the President, it would be a solid “D.” 
Of course, as any under-achieving school kid knows, 
if you work harder, you can raise that grade on your 
next report card. Luckily for Obama, this sector of 
his constituents has learned to be patient. 

“America, especially its young, has come to accept 
that the LGBT quest for equality is a full-fledged 
civil rights movement and not a special interest 
group that can be dealt with on a political timeta-
ble,” writes longtime politico David Mixner on his 
blog davidmixner.com. “Justice has no calendar.”W
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Who in the world is Vito Russo
A founding member of GLAAD, one of agitators behind ACTUP, and the author 

of the seminal movie guide The Celluloid Closet, that’s who. The virtually forgotten 
activist is set to become The Next Big Thing via a biography and a documentary. 

Jay Blotcher fills us in on the story behind the story.
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Who the hell is Vito Russo? With a name 
like that, you may think he was a Depres-
sion era gangster, but while it may be 

unfamiliar now, hopefully it probably won’t be 
by year’s end. A pioneer in the modern gay rights 
movement, Russo, virtually forgotten since his 
1990 death, is poised for a renaissance via two high-
profile projects. 

First up is Celluloid Activist: The Life and Times 
of Vito Russo by Michael Schiavi, which will be 
published next year by the University of Wisconsin 
Press. A documentary by Los Angles-based film-
maker Jeffrey Schwarz entitled The Times of Vito 
Russo is also in the works, scheduled for release 
next year. 

 Schiavi, 39, an English professor at the New York 
Institute of Technology, hopes that his biography of 
Russo will allow the AIDS activist/cultural histo-
rian to become a part of the pantheon of gay history 
alongside contemporaries like Harvey Milk and 
Harry Hay. “The lives of these people who gave us 
gay civil rights are very unknown,” says Schiavi who 
hopes that the film will “show young people the life 
of a very fiery, passionate advocate for justice.” 

Russo’s role as an agitator for gay civil rights 
includes protesting in the early 70s with the Gay 
Activists Alliance, co-founding the media watchdog 
group GLAAD, and helping to establish the contro-
versial ACT UP organization in 1987. In addition, 
Russo authored the highly-regarded book, The 
Celluloid Closet, the landmark 1981 study of how 
Hollywood films both exploited and ignored gays 
and lesbians. 

A few years ago, Schiavi, who’d come to revere 
Russo’s book as a seminal text for his pursuit of 
cinema studies, was writing an essay for Cinema 
Journal about Russo’s role as a progenitor of queer 
film theory. As part of his research, he interviewed 
two of Russo’s best friends: academic/activist Arnie 
Kantrowitz (a GAA colleague), and his partner, 
AIDS physician Dr. Larry Mass. While sharing 
recollections and insights, Mass made an offhand 
comment that he wished someone was writing a 
biography of their longtime friend. A year later, 

Schiavi began work on the book. 
Jeffrey Schwarz’s own “eureka” moment involv-

ing Russo occurred during the summer of 1991. 
“Like every movie fanatic queer, I read The Celluloid 
Closet when I was coming out,” he recalls. “It was 
like the Bible.” A native New Yorker studying film 
at NYU—where Russo had also earned a master’s 
in Cinema Studies—the then 21 year old immersed 
himself in Russo’s book, using it to bolster his film 
knowledge. The timing was advantageous; The New 
Queer Cinema had arrived, a cultural explosion that 
Russo had predicted but did not live to see.  

“That was the moment where gay filmmakers 
were seizing the reins,” Schwarz notes, naming 
directors such as Gus Van Sant, Gregg Araki, Tom 
Kalin and Todd Haynes.  After seeing new releases 
by every queer auteur, Schwarz would go home and 
watch older films cited in Russo’s book. 

Soon after graduation, Schwarz was thumbing 
through a copy of The Advocate when he came 
across an interview with San Francisco-based 
film makers Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman. 
The men had been longtime friends of Russo, and 
had included him in their Oscar-winning 1989 film 
Common Threads: Stories from the Quilt. (Russo 
had lost his lover Jeffrey Sevcik to AIDS in 1986 
and was also infected.) Before his death, Russo had 
urged them to transform his book into a film. Now 
they were ready. 

“I immediately called their office,” recalls 
Schwarz. Within weeks, he’d relocated to San 
Francisco to intern at Telling Pictures, the Fried-
man-Epstein production company. The Celluloid 
Closet premiered on HBO in 1995 and featured nar-
ration by Russo’s longtime friend Lily Tomlin and 
interviews with such high profile names as Tony 
Curtis, Whoopi Goldberg, Tom Hanks, Harvey 
Fierstein, Shirley MacLaine, and Susan Sarandon. 
What the film lacked, however, was any extensive 
information about the man who had originally con-
ceived it.  Apparently, the omission was intentional. 
“Vito wanted it to be like That’s Entertainment!,” 
Schwarz says. “He didn’t want the movie version of 
his book to be super-political.” 
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In the meantime, Schwarz began to envision a 
project that celebrated Russo himself: “I always 
felt that Vito needed his own movie, because Vito’s 
story—his activism, his passion, his love life, all the 
things that made him human—needed to be told.” 

Russo was born in 1946 to an Italian working-
class family in East Harlem. When he was 15, the 
family relocated to the placid suburb of Lodi, New 
Jersey. Even as a child, Russo was in touch with his 
sexual orientation and experimenting with neigh-
borhood boys. During his senior year at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, Russo found an apartment in 
New York City and leapt into the gay ghetto, work-
ing as a waiter and spending evenings in the bars. 
He particularly liked a hole in the wall called The 
Stonewall Inn. 

Russo was there when Stonewall’s clientele 
resisted police on a late June evening in 1969. The 
following year, he joined the fledging Gay Activists 
Alliance, and later inaugurated movie nights at the 
GAA Firehouse on Wooster Street (these sessions 
would inspire The Celluloid Closet).  On Gay Pride 
Day 1973, Russo was emcee for the rally in Wash-
ington Square Park. Splitting his time between 
journalism (he contributed to The Advocate,  The 
New York Native, Film Comment, Moviegoer, The 
Village Voice and the Soho Weekly News, and created 
an LGBT series for WNYC-TV called Our Time, 
which ran in 1983 ) and protesting, Vito Russo had 
become a leading personality in New York City’s gay 
and lesbian community. 

“More than anything else, Vito considered him-
self a professional activist,” says Schiavi, who spent 
several months at New York Public Library, where 
Russo’s papers are kept, piecing together the arcs 
of his life. What emerges from Schiavi’s research, 
he said, was Russo’s unyielding concern for civil 
rights. “He really couldn't sit by and see injustice 
of any kind without acting out,” Schiavi says. “That 
was the guiding principle of his life. He was always 

looking for some kind of cause.” 
Russo seemed to lead a charmed life—as a writer, 

he was interviewing and befriending celebrities, 
and as an activist, he was uniformly respected in the 
often fractious gay community. But Schiavi gained 
a different insight from Bill Johnson, a former lover. 
Russo’s upbeat public persona was at odds with his 
private one. “Vito was a tremendously insecure per-
son and a fairly depressed person,” he told Schiavi. 
His demons included a fragile confidence—Russo 
feared The Celluloid Closet would fail—and recur-
ring financial woes. 

Schwarz, whose previous documentaries include 
Spine Tingler! The William Castle Story about the 
50s era horror director and Wrangler: Anatomy of 
an Icon about adult film star Jack Wrangler, says 
it’s that full portrait of Russo that he wants to bring 
to the film. “You really have to try to understand 
what motivated him,” Schwarz says. “What made 
him angry, what made him sad, what made him 
happy, what his love life was like.” 

As of June 2009, the filmmaker had taped sev-
eral interviews in San Francisco and Los Angeles 
and will shoot in New York shortly. He hopes to fin-
ish The Times of Vito Russo by the fall of 2010, the 
20th anniversary of the activist’s death. He feels 
the documentary could give today’s gay and lesbian 
activists a new role model. 

“Vito fought like a tiger until the day his life 
ended,” says Russo’s friend, playwright/author 
Larry Kramer. “He never stopped fighting, morn-
ing, noon, night, the middle of the night, for his 
people, for us. That's all he cared about—that we 
should be equal. I have not seen his like anywhere 
since he died.” 

“I always felt that Vito needed his 
own movie, because Vito’s story—
his activism, his passion, his love 
life, all the things that made him 
human—needed to be told.”

Michael Schiavi and Jeffrey Schwarz
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The 2005 fatwa against gays 
that was declared by Shiite 
Muslim leaders in Iraq and 

has allowed sanctioned 
death squads to murder 

with impunity has also given 
birth to a horrifying torture 

technique that even the Nazis 
didn’t use. Doug Ireland 
investigates the brutality.

While torture techniques such 
as water-boarding employed 
by American forces in Iraq 

have been extensively covered by the 
mainstream media this past year, an 
insidious, depraved form of torture 
carried out by Iraqis against their own 
has hardly garnered any press. With a 
sadistic inventiveness that rivals that of 
Dr. Josef Mengele’s so-called “scientific 
experiments” in the Nazi death camps, 
Shiite fundamentalist death squads 
have recently stepped up a campaign of 
kidnapping gay Iraqi men and boys and 
sealing their anuses with a powerful glue. 
They then force feed their victims a diar-
rhea-inducing substance, resulting in an 
unimaginably agonizing death. 

This so-called “sexual cleansing” 
targeting gays, lesbians, and the trans-
gendered intensified in the Spring of 
2009 with a sharp upturn in the number 
of those murdered because they were 
perceived to be homosexuals. The glue 
used is of Iranian manufacture, and is 
so powerful that, once applied, the only 
way to open the anus is surgically. But 
religious homophobia is so widespread 
in Iraq that men who’ve had their anuses 
glued and then escaped or been released 
have usually been refused treatment by 
hospitals.  Thus, they are left to die slowly 
in excruciating pain.

The story of these anal torture-mur-
ders first came to light in mid-April when 
it was reported by Al Arabiya, a television 

network serving the region and based in 
the United Arab Emirates, and was sub-
sequently confirmed by other news media 
and by organizations like Human Rights 
Watch as well as by the association Iraqi 
LGBT. Videos of some of these gruesome 
anal torture-murders have circulated via 
cell phone in Iraq.

>> Ali Hili, the 33-year-old gay Iraqi exile 
who coordinates Iraqi LGBT, which is 
headquartered in London but has mem-
bers and informants throughout Iraq, told 
me that he has been able to independently 
confirm the form of torture. "We have had 
reports, increasingly over the last four or 
five days, about the use of this technique 
not just in Baghdad but in smaller town 
and cities all over Iraq," Hili told me in 
mid-April. "We have reports on seven 
young men who have been through this 
horrible experience in which they were 
arrested in the south of Iraq and had their 
anuses sealed, or 'locked' as the torturers 
say. Our sources told us that hospitals all 
over Iraq's southern region have received 
so many cases of similar incidents. What 
makes the situation more lethal is that 
they have been refused treatment in hos-
pitals because of homophobia."

The murder campaign targeting Iraqi 
gays began in the wake of a death-to-
all-gays fatwa issued in 2005 by Grand 
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, the spiritual 
leader of all Shiite Muslims in Iraq. Al-
Sistani ordered his followers to kill gays 
“in the worst possible way.” Up until this 
past December, the bulk of the hundreds 
of assassinations of gays, lesbians, and 
trans-gendered were carried out by the 
Badr Corps, the heavily armed militia 
of the Supreme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution, the largest party in Iraq’s 
coalition government (it changed its 
name to Islamic Supreme Council of 
Iraq shortly before it entered the coali-
tion government).

The estimated 11,000 members of the 
feared Badr Corps militia, including its 
anti-gay death squads, were integrated 
into Iraq’s Ministry of the Interior in 
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2006, and since then have operated in 
police uniforms with complete impunity.
The Iraqi LGBT association itself has been 
targeted, with several raids by uniformed 
police during the group’s secret meetings; 
those arrested have disappeared and 
were never heard from again. As of this 
writing, 17 members of Iraqi LGBT have 
been either killed or disappeared for their 
clandestine gay activism, including Hili’s 
brother. Hili co-founded Iraqi LGBT four 
years ago in part to document the murder 
campaign.  As of the end of May, they have 
been able to confirm and document 643 
assassinations of LGBT people because of 
their sexual orientation. That's only the 
tip of the iceberg; documenting such mur-
ders is dangerous and difficult work, the 
police are hostile and of no help, and often 
the families of the victims are ashamed 
of them or afraid of reprisals and won't 
cooperate with any independent inquiry, 
so the total number of homosexuals and 
transgendered who've been eliminated 
by the fundamentalist death squads is 
undoubtedly much higher.

Lesbians, although less visible than gay 
men and the transgendered, have also 
been targeted. Two lesbian members of 
Iraqi LGBT who ran a safe house in Najaf 
for children they’d rescued from the pros-
titution trade had their throats slit by one 
of the anti-gay death squads.

>> Since the beginning of the year, how-
ever, the bulk of the murders appears 
to be the work not of the Badr Corps, 
but of the Mahdi Army, the armed mili-
tia of the fundamentalist Shiite cleric 
Muqtada al Sadr. According to Hili leaf-
lets and "Wanted" posters are appearing 
in Baghdad and other cities with lists of 
men targeted for death because of "crimes 
against morality," meaning homosexual-
ity. A list of LGBT members to be killed 
is also circulating with Hili’s name at the 
top of this list.

Many of the most recent murders of 
gays have taken place in Baghdad’s Sadr 
City section, a stronghold of Muqtada al 
Sadr and his followers. Religious leaders 
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have been known to use Friday sermons 
in Sadr City as a platform to incite hatred 
and violence toward homosexuals, and 
the frequency of such gay-bashing ser-
mons increased dramatically this Spring. 
In April, MSNBC reported that the bodies 
of three gay men were found in Sadr City 
with pieces of paper bearing the word for 
‘pervert’ attached to them. Posters and 
leaflets have been posted and distributed 
in the city directing people to, “Cleanse 
Iraq from the crime of homosexuality.”

>> At the beginning of May, a rare inter-
view with a leader of one of the anti-gay 
death squads, who called himself “Abu 
Muslim” (not his real name), was obtained 
by the Abu Dubai daily newspaper The 
National. “We see this [homosexuality] 
as a serious illness in the community 
that has been spreading rapidly among 
the youth after it was brought in from 
the outside by American soldiers,” he 
said. “These are not the habits of Iraq or 
our community and we must eliminate 
them….These homosexuals flout the rules 
and ethics that must be followed under 
the Islamic religion. These homosexuals 
think that Iraq is changing and becom-
ing a non-Muslim, liberal society but our 
tribal and religious customs allow us to 
punish them in the most severe way.’”

The newspaper also interviewed 
Hayder al Mousawi, 39, a leading Bagh-
dad cleric who applauded the murder 
campaign against LGBT people, saying: 
“Under Islamic rules the punishment for 
gays is either burning or another form 
of killing. Those who break the rules of 
God must be cleansed from the Muslim 
community. There are clear rules for 
mankind, that men should be men and 
women are women. The truth is that the 
homosexual brings shame on them so 
how can God be angry with them for kill-
ing the homosexual? On the contrary, in 
killing the homosexual they are carrying 
out God’s will.’”

Under the Bush administation, the 
U.S. turned a blind eye to the persecu-
tion and murder of Iraqi gays because 
our government did not want to ruffle the 

anti-homosexual theocrats like Grand 
Ayatollah al-Sistani whose support was 
being courted.  For example, in 2007, 
Democrats Barney Frank of Massachu-
setts and Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin, 
two openly gay members of Congress, 
wrote a lengthy letter to then Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice detailing the anti-
gay death squads' murder campaign and 
asking the U.S. to investigate and inter-
vene. Their letter had no effect.

But now that there has been a change 
in the White House, Iraqi LGBT people 
have a new friend in Congress who is 
pressing the new administration to act: 
Democratic Congressman Jared Polis 
from Colorado. In April of this year, Polis, 
the first non-incumbent openly gay man 
ever elected to Congress, made his sec-
ond visit to Iraq (Before being elected, 
he’d traveled to Iraq at his own expense 
attempting to investigate the anti-gay 
murder campaign). While in Baghdad, he 
had met with the chargé d'affaires who is 
overseeing the US embassy pending the 
arrival of a new ambassador.

 
>> "We asked the embassy and the State 
Department to investigate the reports 
of killings of gay men, and turned over 
to the chargé d'affaires the names and 
phone numbers of all the gay Iraqi con-
tacts we had and a letter detailing our 
concerns," including allegations that 
the Iraqi government is involved in the 
killings, Polis told me, adding that the 

embassy officials "seemed very willing 
to investigate." Whether Obama's State 
Department will follow through and do 
so remains to be seen

 If the State Department does under-
take such an investigation, not only 
would it reflect a significant change in 
U.S. policy by the Obama administration, 
but it might come in time to save more 
terrified young Iraqis from being mur-
dered. “There is a sense of panic among 
the youth for fear of retaliation against 
anyone who is suspected of having a his-
tory of being effeminate,” says Hili, “even 
if they think you act or dress like one or 
even just have a western hairstyle."

Hili’s organization, which is in des-
perate need of funds, provides food, 
electricity, medication and clothing at 
a hidden safe house in Baghdad, which 
in mid-May was housing 19 people in 
overcrowded conditions. Iraqi LGBT 
also provides phone cards for victims to 
report incidents of harassment, often at 
great risk to their safety in Iraq. "Many 
people have nothing but the clothes on 
their backs,” notes Hili, “and sometimes 
not even that—no exaggeration." 

>> Iraqi LGBT is in desperate need of funds 
to continue its work. visit their website at 
iraqilgbtuk.blogspot.com. donations can 
be made via credit card using the PayPal 
button at the site or by sending a check to 
Iraqi LGBT, 22 Notting Hill Gate, Unit 111, 
London,W11 3JE, United Kingdom.

“There is a sense of panic among the 
youth for fear of retaliation against 
anyone who is suspected of having a 
history of being effeminate,”
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Thousands of teens come out of the closet 
and are thrown to the street. The Ali Forney 
Center provides housing and support so 
that these LGBT youth can be safe and 
rebuild their lives. Help us support them.

To learn more, go to  
www.aliforneycenter.org
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First there was the ghetto, then the “gayborhood”—
with real estate developers and heterosexuals in tow. 
What does the future hold for these centers of LGBT 

life? Mike Smolinsky goes for a stroll... 

There Goes the Gayborhood
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“I don’t mind straight people in the Cas-
tro,” jokes long-time resident Demian 
Quesnel, “as long as they act gay in public.” 

Quesnel is a member of the Eureka Valley Promo-
tion Association, a group fighting to preserve the 
queer character of this famous San Francisco 
neighborhood. “It’s like Mecca to gays all over the 
world. Actually, in a lot of cases tourists are disap-
pointed because it’s not as glitzy as some other gay 
districts. But that’s one of the things that sets it 
apart: The Castro is an actual gay neighborhood, 
not just a commercial zone. The city neighborhood 
organizations in the Castro are almost completely 
run by gays and lesbians, and there are still a very 
high concentration of gays living here.” 

The Castro has been a gay Mecca since the late-
1960s. But like other centers of LGBT life across the 
U.S., it is a neighborhood in flux. 

“Gayborhoods are definitely experiencing a 
changing identity,” says Lin Orndorf, editor of 
the LGBT magazine Stereotypd (stereotypd.
com), news editor of the LGBT newspaper Out 
in Asheville, and a resident of the second-wave 
gayborhood of Asheville, North Carolina. “The 
gentrifiers are becoming the gentrified.” (“Second-
wave” gayborhoods are generally defined as those 
that developed after 1989, as opposed to “Golden 
Age” gayborhoods, which flourished from the late 
1960s to the late 1980s. See “Golden Age Gaybor-
hoods” box.)

For more than 50 years, gayborhoods have been 
an integral part of queer culture. They’ve provided 
safety, affordable housing, a geographical base of 
political power, and a place of sexual freedom. 
Many people think they are disappearing, casu-
alties of gentrification and assimilation. Is the 
gayborhood in decline? And if it is, what does that 
mean for LGBT life?

Boys in the ’Hood >>“We didn’t go into dangerous 
neighborhoods by choice,” says Donald Reuter, 
author of Greetings from the Gayborhood: A Nos-
talgic Look at Gay Neighborhoods (Abrams Image, 
2008) and a resident of Hell’s Kitchen in New York 

City. “If we could have gone into nicer areas, we 
would have. It was pure economics: We were sales 
boys and girls, not higher-ups in companies, and we 
went with what was affordable.” 

In the early days, these areas were more like ghet-
tos where people clustered for safety. “The Moral 
Majority didn’t give a shit about the inner city,” 
Reuter recalls.

They were also settled primarily by men looking 
for an “adult-only” experience.

 “While baby stores and hetero businesses often 
exist comfortably alongside lesbian ones, the gay-
borhood has traditionally been defined by overt gay 
male sexuality and porn, which are not considered 
family-friendly,” Reuter says.

Joe Jervis, who writes the popular blog Joe.
My.God (JoeMyGod.blogspot.com) remembers the 
sexually charged atmosphere of Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida during the 1970s and ’80s. (Disclosure: Joe 
is also the advertising director for Pride09.) “Dur-
ing its heyday as a gayborhood, I lived in Victoria 
Park, in downtown Fort Lauderdale,” he says. “The 
area developed after WWII, when lots of beautiful 
bungalows were built there. It wasn’t really walk-
able like the Castro or Chelsea, but I could get on my 
bike and attract at least 10 ‘come-hither’ looks just 
riding around my immediate neighborhood.”  

Nearby Holiday Park, which wasn’t a neighbor-
hood but an actual park, was notorious for cruising. 
“There’s one section of the park where diverse sec-
tions form a figure-eight, hence the expressions 
‘driving the eight’ or ‘making fruit loops.’ Some-
times on the weekend there would be a soccer game 
for preschoolers, and one of the parents would com-
plain that no parking spots were left. 300 cars would 
already be there!”

One of the likely reasons for the disparity between 
men and women in the early gayborhoods was that 
women in the 1950s and ’60s were less socially 
mobile than men. They earned even less on the dol-
lar compared to men than do women of today, and 
they confronted greater stigma over moving away 
from the family unit unmarried.

“During the period of time when the gayborhood 
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was at its heyday—Post WWII—women tended to 
be more dependent on their family or husband for 
income,” Orndorf notes. “It was more challenging 
for women to move to the big city and set up house—
and there was a stigma attached to it. Occasionally 
it happened anyway: Some women who worked at 
traditionally male jobs during the war stayed where 
they were, usually closer to the factories. But these 
were much quieter and smaller communities.”

But lesbian gayborhoods do exist, points out 
Mandy Carter, Founding Board Member Emeri-
tus of the National Black Justice Coalition. “In San 
Francisco, where I lived before moving to Durham, 
North Carolina, there is a huge lesbian community 
in the Mission and in Potrero Hill in the outer Mis-
sion. A lot of lesbians have homes in Palo Alto and 
Oakland as well.”

The dynamics of lesbian social life may also play 
a role in the disparity. “Lesbians also tend to social-
ize differently than men,” Carter says. “I don’t want 
to overstate this, but they often set up a household 
with their partner and don’t need to be around a lot 
of people all the time.”

Local Color >> The Golden Age gayborhoods were 
also predominantly white. This is still true today, 
according to Gary Gates, Ph.D. Senior Research Fel-
low at the UCLA School of Law and an expert on gay 
and lesbian demographics. According to the 2000 

Census data, more than 25% of same-sex couples 
in the U.S. included a racial or ethnic minority. 
And, according to Dr. Gates, gays or lesbians from 
racial and ethnic minority groups were more likely 
to cluster in areas with similar minorities, rather 
than in places with high concentration of other gay 
male and lesbian couples. 

“What gets called the ‘gayborhood’ is primarily 
a white, urban, male phenomenon,” says Dr. Gates. 
“You need to go into ethnic minority neighbor-
hoods to find gays and lesbians of color. If you go to 
[Manhattan’s] Chelsea, you’ll see mostly gay white 
men. If you go to the Bronx, you’ll see gay Latinos 
and lesbian Latinas, because that’s where Latin 
American families are.” 

However, U.S. Census data—and studies of that 
data—sometimes fail to capture the reality on the 
ground. The National Black Justice Coalition, which 
Carter founded, partnered with the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force on a study of the same 2000 
U.S. Census data. What they found was surprising. 
“The majority of same-gender black households 
were women—in the South.” Carter says. “Here’s 
why: There are tons of military bases in the South, 
and a lot of lesbians are in the military. The major-
ity are also raising children. This ended up being a 
major media story because it really questioned the 
sense that white equals gay. The International Fed-
eration of Black Prides has at least 30 events across 
the country, and they’re still growing.”

Although outright racism certainly exists in the 
LGBT community, most of the people Pride spoke 
to emphasized other reasons for racial differences 
in LGBT neighborhoods.

“To use the language of sociology, we all have 
multiple identities. So for some people of color, that 
identity is a bigger draw than being LGBT.” 

Economics is another factor. Many gayborhoods 
are expensive, and minorities tend to make less 
money than whites, according to Dr. Gates. 

A third factor is that racial minorities and women 
are “dramatically more likely to be raising kids,” 
observes Dr. Gates. “So they might prioritize liv-
ing close to family or being near parks or in a good 
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school district over being in a gayborhood, which is 
not always child-friendly.” 

Gaye Adegbalola, a blues singer (check out her 
music at www.adegbalola.com) and African Ameri-
can resident of Fredricksburg, Virginia can relate. 
“I raised my son by myself,” Adegbalola says, “and 
the only thing I wanted was to be in a neighborhood 
that was safe for him to play in, a place where peo-
ple looked out for each others’ kids. That was more 
important than being in a lesbian community.”

The G Word >> Gentrification: Urban renewal, or 
the ugly underbelly of prettification? The fact is, 
someone lived in the ’hood before the boys moved 
in. What about them? 

According to Mikaila Lemonik Arthur, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor of Sociology at Rhode Island 
College, many gayborhoods were previously 
working-class or poor neighborhoods, and often 
populated by African Americans.   

Sure, gentrification can have a number of positive 
effects: greater safety, the restoration of historical 
buildings, an influx of new businesses, and a rise in 
tax revenues for local governments. But many of the 
previous residents can’t afford the increasing rents 
and property taxes. Factory and warehouse owners 
sometimes take gentrification as an opportunity to 
sell—and new jobs may be accessible only to more 
educated residents or to those with an ethnic or cul-
tural background similar to the gentrifiers. 

What’s more, the new immigrants are often 
unwilling to admit that there are negative aspects 
to the process, according to Dr. Arthur, which 
makes them less likely to embrace policies that 
might prevent displacement. Some organizations, 
though—such as Queer to the Left and Gay Shame—
have worked to minimize the negative impact of 
gentrification through rent control, eviction pro-
tections, and zoning regulations. 

Nonetheless, the end result can be stunning. 
“Look at the famous ‘Painted Ladies’ of San Fran-
cisco—the magnificent Victorians that line a hill 
along the city limits. Gay men restored the exteriors 
and interiors of many of these homes beautifully,” 

Orndorf points out.
Once a gay community is established, though, 

there’s a good chance that a second stage of gentri-
fication will transform it into a trendy, upmarket 
neighborhood, according to Dr. Arthur. As this 
happens, low-to-middle income gay men, as well 
as lesbians (who tend to have lower incomes than 
gay men) may be priced out of the neighborhood. 
In other words, the local gay bookstore is replaced 
with a high-end boutique or a Barnes and Noble, 
and the LGBT performance venue with a main-
stream multiplex. 

This second stage of gentrification also tends 
to dampen the bar and club scene and discourage 
LGBT youth from visiting the area at night and on 

GOLDEN AGE GAYBORHOODS (1969-1989)

Donald Reuter, author of Greetings from the 
Gayborhood: A Nostalgic Look at Gay Neighborhoods 
(Abrams Image, 2008) limits the Golden Age to the 
years 1969 through 1978 (the year Harvey Milk was 
assassinated and just prior to conservative Ronald 
Reagan's post-Carter election in 1980). Throughout 
the ’80s, Reuter says, the gayborhood underwent a 
“neutering” process via zoning, real estate values, and 
the acceptance of homosexuality. By the end of the 
’90s, they were almost indistinguishable from urban 
heterosexual neighborhoods, he argues. But here’s what 
they were, while it lasted:

> Atlanta: Midtown 
> Boston: Beacon Hill, South End 
> Chicago: Near North, Boystown 
> Fort Lauderdale: Victoria Park, Wilton Manors 
> Los Angeles: Silverlake/Hollywood, West Hollywood 
> New Orleans: French Quarter 
> New York: Greenwich Village, Chelsea 
> Philadelphia: WashWest, “The Gayborhood” 
> San Diego: Hillcrest 
> San Francisco: Polk Street, The Castro 
> Seattle: Pioneer Square, Capitol Hill 
> Washington, D.C.: Capitol Hill, Dupont Circle

Go to www.abramsbooks.com for a copy of Greetings 
from the Gayborhood: A Nostalgic Look at Gay 
Neighborhoods, by Donald Reuter.
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weekends. Many of these are transgender youth 
who visit the gayborhood for safety or to make 
money as prostitutes or entertainers. Wealthy 
gay male and lesbian couples who are interested 
in raising children will understandably try to cre-
ate neighborhoods strong in “family values.” But 
in the process, the less mainstream queer popula-
tion, who helped establish the area as gay-friendly, 
may be marginalized. 

“I remember the hustlers would walk the access 
road that ran next to the homes in Victoria Park,” 
Jervis says. “There would be all these lithe, blond 
beach boys with low-slung jeans, and a non-stop 
cavalcade of Mazda Miatas along the street. Lots of 
people in the neighborhood didn’t like that. Street 
hustling doesn’t exist much anymore, and that’s 
probably a good thing that has changed about the 
gaybhorhood.”  

Cyberspace and Meetspace >> Many of the people 
Pride spoke to for this story felt that the Internet 
has negatively impacted the gayborhood and LGBT 
life in general. “Therapists are actually recom-
mending to many of their young clients that they 
go to bars instead of just connecting online,” says 
Quesnel. “The online experience is sexually ori-
ented without being modified by other kinds of 
social interaction. People learn how to be social in 

places like bars, clubs, and cafes.” 
Orndorf agrees, pointing out the historical 

importance of bookstores to the gay community. 
“The Internet has eroded some of the physical con-
nection. I’ve seen it in the demise of bookstores: 
Lambda Rising closed their store in Baltimore, 
and the Oscar Wilde bookstore in New York City 
closed recently. You need a place to congregate. A 
bookstore is a place for LGBTQ people that doesn’t 
feel as seedy as a bar.” 

It’s also easy to go into an online bookstore qui-
etly, without raising an eyebrow. 

“What may be harmful about the Internet is that 
it’s given people the ability to be straight publicly 
but gay privately, and that’s not good for anyone,” 
Reuter says. “It can give people what they need 
physically, if not psychologically, without their 
having to come out. The gayborhood was power-
ful because it made us visible. And it is absolutely 
necessary going forward that gay people still come 
out publicly.” 

The Ghost of Gayborhood Future >> “Gay neigh-
borhoods are disappearing,” claims Reuter. “In 
terms of their undiluted form, most are gone and 
will never exist again. The Golden Age gayborhoods 
were very short-lived. An incredible amount of 
energy was expended in these places—including 
sexual energy—and they seemed to have burned 
themselves out.” 

Of course, another major factor may be partly 
to blame for the decline. “Gayborhoods might 
have burned themselves out anyway, but we defi-
nitely cleaned them up after AIDS,” says Reuter. 
“Straights felt comfortable moving back in, and now 
cities have re-zoned and started rebuilding based 
on their value. It’s an environment that many gay 
people can’t sustain.” 

According to Reuter, something is definitely lost 
with the disappearance of the gayborhood, even as 
the LGBT community becomes more accepted. 
“Assimilation is one of those things where it’s like, 
be careful what you wish for. The post-Stonewall 
gay movement was about being accepted. But we 
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created this image of the ‘good’ gay person. The 
difference between the 1960s and today really 
makes me melancholy: The original struggle was 
for acceptance exactly the way we were, even if we 
were promiscuous, wanton, and flamboyant. It’s 
different now.” 

Jervis has a somewhat different perspective: “I 
think it’s pointless to cry about the loss of the gay-
borhood. First, straight people are more willing to 
live in gay neighborhoods, just as more gay people 
can live openly in the ’burbs now. Second, we don’t 
know what new situation will arise to take its place. 
Maybe more suburban gayborhoods will crop up. 
For example, the focal point of gay life in Fort Lau-
derdale has shifted to Wilton Manors, which has 
an LGBT condo development and the first all-gay 
strip mall in the country.”

“Most of the gays and lesbians I know are not in 
little pockets,” says Adegbalola, who was active in 
the civil rights movement of the 1960s and has been 
active in the gay rights movement as well.  “It used 
to be that way for safety, but in many places now you 
can be out.  I come from an era when I had to be clos-
eted. Everything I did was on the sly for a good long 
time. Then, when I came out, I was playing music all 
over the country, so I never really lived in a gaybor-
hood. But I do think it’s important to have a physical 
gathering place in a community. In Richmond, the 
gay community center is great. In Fredericksburg, 
we have the Unitarian Church.” 

Demian Quesnel agrees but thinks the optimum 
environment is bigger: “I think it’s important for a 
gay person to have the full experience of being in a 
gay environment—not in a bar or a sex club, but on 
the street under everyday circumstances. In places 
like the Castro, you see the gay hardware store 
owner, the gay baker, the gay policeman.”

From a political viewpoint, the geographical 
concentration of gayborhoods enabled the LGBT 
community to exert power through local gov-
ernments. Suddenly, it was possible to elect gay 
supervisors in district elections. Harvey Milk is the 
classic example; he took advantage of the growing 
political and economic power of the Castro to win 

a seat as a San Francisco city supervisor in 1977. 
At the beginning of his 11 months in office, Milk 
sponsored a civil rights ordinance that outlawed 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. 

Would such a bill have been passed by anyone 
else—even someone sympathetic to LGBT rights? 
Or would the bill have conveniently found its way 
to the bottom of a politician’s to-do list? “We don’t 
want sympathetic liberals, we want gays to rep-
resent gays,” Milk said. Historically, this kind of 
direct representation might not have been possible 
without the gayborhood. 

And today? Well, pendulums are made for swing-
ing—just ask supporters of Roe v. Wade. The LGBT 
community might not want to rely on the vagaries 
of assimilation for their freedom. If all politics is 
local, as former Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill 
famously said, then the decline of the gayborhood 
may need to be balanced by something else: not 
just coming out, but participation in local politics 
to guarantee LGBT rights. 

FLAG WARS

The documentary film Flag Wars (2003, Zulu/Pearl Films) 
chronicles the transformation of a ghetto into a gayborhood. In 
the late 1990s, African-American filmmaker Linda Goode Bryant 
visited her parents in Columbus, Ohio, and found homes on every 
block of her old neighborhood being renovated. Rainbow flags 
were everywhere, as Guppies and Luppies began replacing the 

people of color who once lived there. The designation of the rundown 
community as a “historic” area played a crucial role in the transformation, as it 
enabled city officials to enforce building codes that many longtime residents 
couldn’t afford to meet.

At the beginning of the film, white lesbian realtor Nina Masseria complains that 
the longtime residents “still haven’t given up their hold of the neighborhood.” 
Unable to buy one particular home, she struggles to remain patient. “He too 
shall pass,” she sighs. 

In another scene, a white man explains how gay people save communities 
that “no one else will go to.” The camera then cuts to a black family sitting at 
a dinner table; one of the men says, “They don’t loan black folks that kind of 
money.” Bryant successfully captures the way racism, homophobia, and class 
divisions intersect in the drama of gentrification. For a copy of the film, go to 
www.flagwarsthemovie.com.
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COUPLES
Photographs by Marius Bugge

“We met on the dance floor 
and have been dancing together ever since.”
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“Life began when I saw your face”

STEPHANIE
+ 

LAUREN
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“24 years. Never dull.”

THOMAS + RICHARD
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“He's my ‘Mr. Who’ and I’m his ‘Mr. Par-due’”
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“He's my ‘Mr. Who’ and I’m his ‘Mr. Par-due’”
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25 years  
and I  
still love  
the sound  
of your key  
in the door.”

“

CHRISTOPHER 

+ 

TONY
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“We like to laugh”
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When we chose the International 
Theme for 2009 of “Your Rights 
Our Rights Human Rights” we 
couldn’t predict how relevant 

it would be in the current world climate. Many 
of our brothers and sisters around the globe are 
still facing incredible levels of political and social 
homophobia, discrimination, persecution, and, 
in some cases, incarceration or execution simply 
based on their sexuality or sero-status. These 
breaches of basic human rights cannot be toler-
ated.

InterPride, through our world-wide network 
of Pride organizers will constantly monitor and 
vigilantly oppose any and all such injustices 
against our community, bearing political and 
societal pressure wherever possible.

There is no greater time of importance for 
Pride marches and festivals than right now. With 
visibility comes a very strong element of power. 
With participation comes an equally strong 
message that all human beings should be treated 
with equality, respect and dignity. Pride events 
achieve this in a manner that nothing else can 
match.

As you hold your events throughout this 
year, please give a thought to those people and 
organizations facing these challenges, know that 
you are making a huge difference, and be strong 
in your resolve that together we can realize a 
world where tolerance and acceptance of gender, 
sexuality, race, religion and gender identity is the 
norm.

The pages which follow contain a comprehen-
sive list of Pride events produced by InterPride 
member organizations from now through June 
2010. Support your local Pride and show the 
world that we are an out, proud and strong com-
munity.

For last-minute changes, please visit our new 
and improved website at 
www.interpride.org anytime.

With Pride we can achieve great things!

INTRODUCTION TO  
PRIDE ‘09  

FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS  
OF INTERPRIDE 2009

InterPride Co-Presidents: 

Mark Chapman 
Zurich, Switzerland

Trisha Clymore 
Atlanta, Georgia, USA
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I
n June of 1969, an incident in a New York pub took place 
that seemed insignificant at first, but would take a course 
so unanticipated and dramatic, that it would thereafter be 
thought of as the foundation of the modern LGBT move-
ment. For the first time in history, lesbians, gays and 
transgendered people spontaneously and massively fought 
back against arbitrary police harassment.

In the wee hours of June 28, the New York City police executed what 
should have been a routine raid at the Stonewall Inn, a pub in Green-
wich Village frequented by gays, lesbians and transsexuals, where, they 
contended, alcohol was being sold without a license. The employees 
were arrested, guests driven away and the “Stonewall Inn” was officially 
closed. Unlike earlier raids however, the guests did not disperse but 
instead stayed on the street in front of the pub to see what was going to 
happen. When police responded by arresting some of the onlookers and 
carting them off to jail in a Paddy wagon, the crowd responded by pelting 
the officers left behind with coins and bottles. Rumour had it that the 
raid was retaliation by cops denied their usual payoff from the pub’s 
owners, who were mobsters; the coins were the crowd’s sarcastic way of 
“paying off” the police.

Forced to take cover inside with some of the patrons they had just 
harassed, the police were rescued by the arrival of another police squad 
just as the crowd outside was preparing to storm the place. By the 
time the police finally left the Stonewall, the interior was demolished 
and floors flooded. Nevertheless, the following day, a sign appeared 
announcing the Stonewall would be open for business that evening, 
which it was. 

The news of the riot had spread like wildfire. A curious crowd gath-
ered again near the intersection of Christopher Street and Seventh 
Avenue and by evening it had grown bigger and bigger. Gays, lesbians, 
transvestites and transgendered people were making themselves visible 
by holding hands, kissing one another and shouting slogans, displaying 
a self-confident freedom scarcely, if ever, seen before. The police tried to 
disperse the crowd but people simply walked around the block and came 
back. The “Queers” had conquered the neighborhood.

Yet, as dramatic as these events might be, it would be an exaggera-
tion to consider what is today known as “The Stonewall Rebellion” to 
be the sole catalyst of the modern LGBT rights movement. It would also 
be unfair to all the associations of homosexuals in different countries 
all around Europe as well as in the USA, which existed long before 
Stonewall. What made Stonewall different, however, was that homo-
sexuals and transsexuals defended themselves against the oppression 
by the state and by doing so became visible to the public. The gay, trans 
and lesbian movement probably would have established itself without 
Stonewall. Nineteen sixty eight, with its general and transatlantic rebel-
lion against the social repression of the 1950s and 1960s had just come 
to a close; perhaps another event would have served as a catalyst. LGBT 
movements all over the world can point to significant domestic incidents 
which became their own “Stonewall.”

Nonetheless, it’s “Stonewall” which became and has remained the 
historical and conversational reference point: that, and its Christopher 
Street location are synonyms for the fight for the emancipation and 
empowerment of lesbians, gays and transgendered people.

A LETTER FROM ZURICH

Kurt Krickler weighs in with a 
European perspective on the 40th 
Anniversary of Stonewall, and the 

continuing need for Pride.

40 YEARS OF PRIDE
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FOCUS ON VISIBILITY
The key messages of Stonewall remain 
timely:  

We will no longer be victims.
We are willing to fight our oppressors.
We will not hide ourselves or our lives.

Since the first CSD or “Christopher 
Street Day” demonstrations in the 
1970s, visibility had continued to be 
an issue; even in Europe, where the 
LGBT movement has achieved an 
enormous amount in the course of the 
last 40 years, there is still much to be 
done. Though all the 49 states of the 
European Union have been free of legal 
discrimination for a few years now, 
and while many European countries 
actively protect transsexuals, gays and 
lesbians, and 18 European countries 
recognise same-sex union by law – four 
even by civil marriage – when it comes 
to social acceptance, Europe has many 
faces. CSD and Gay Pride parades to this 
day remain the famous litmus test for 
the democratic maturity of a society.

In recent years this has become 
apparent especially in the many new 
democracies of Eastern and South-
Eastern Europe: the law progressed  
–  in many cases forced upon the 
countries by the European Union as a 
condition of membership – while the 
general public and its understanding of 
human rights stays the same. Case in 
point: Pride Parades fall under the basic 
Right of Assembly, yet many people in 
these countries still believe that in the 
case of Christopher Street Day events, 
that right can be suspended. Clearly, 
there is more work to be done educat-
ing these citizens about the nature of 
Human Rights.

Defending our achievements
Even in countries with a long demo-
cratic tradition, basic freedoms such 
as that of Assembly or Speech can be 
subverted by clever maneuvering as 
nearly happened in Switzerland, where 
a religious right wing group tried to 
subvert EuroPride Zurich by means of 
a petition. Such homophobic initiatives 
show there is no guarantee our achieve-
ments will last - we will have to defend 
them again and again. 

Certainly, the petition against Euro-
Pride Zurich seems rather ridiculous in 
light of Switzerland’s generally progres-
sive tilt, but in other parts of Europe 
threats like that are a serious matter. In 
a number of countries - Poland, Latvia, 
Croatia and Romania, for instance - the 
LGBT community continues to fight 
a long and hard battle to hold Pride 
parades.  And in many cases it was 
pressure imposed by European Union 
or the Council of Europe that made 
things change. In other countries, 
however, government and politicians 
keep ignoring obligations arising from 
the European Convention on Human 
Rights. In some cases, such as in Rus-
sia and Moldova, the authorities have 
even been known to support – openly 
or secretly – factions of religious and 
right-wing thugs who physically attack 
marchers or prevent them from congre-
gating altogether. The Serbian LGBT 
rights movement still has not recovered 
from the violent attacks on the first 
Parade held in Belgrade in 2001. And 
last year parade marchers in Budapest 
saw firsthand how quickly progress can 
be destroyed. Starting in 1997, Pride 
Parades in Budapest went by completely 
peacefully, with sporadic attacks begin-
ning in 2007. Last year, however, a large 
contingent of police had to protect the 
Parade from an aggressive and brutal 
mob, in order to avoid a bloodbath. 
Incidents like these show the need for 
increased international solidarity as 
well as constant vigilance.

Not political enough?
Therefore, the critics of the Parade – 
especially the ones within the LGBT 
community –  would do well to keep in 
mind that most important purpose of 
this event is continued and increased 
visibility. Public marches and celebra-
tions are our first line of defense against 
those who would force us back into 
the closet and out of the public eye. 
Whether they use force, or legal means, 
we must continue to march; we must 
continue to be visible. Although most 
parades are cheerful, almost carnival-
like processions without any clear 
political message and the participants 
and viewers mainly enjoy themselves 
and have fun, at its core Pride remains 
an impressive manifestation of our 
empowerment and our rights. There is 
nothing more powerful than the sight of 
thousands of us marching, supported by 
our friends and loved ones.

Yet another feature of visibility: Role 
Models. Visible role models inspire 
people to come out, get involved, 
join community organizations. I can 
remember clearly in 1978 when I was 
19 and living in Austria, there was 
neither an association of homosexuals 
nor a LGBT movement that I knew of. 
During a trip to Copenhagen, I acciden-
tally came across a CSD Parade. The 
experience of seeing that parade was life 
changing. The following year I joined in 
founding Austria’s first LGBT associa-
tion, the HOSI Vienna. I don’t think it’s 
much of a stretch to say that countless 
young lesbians, gays and transgendered 
people from countries with no Parades 
still have similar experiences today 
when they see CSD Parades in foreign 
countries.

40 years of Pride means 40 years of 
achievements thanks to a politically 
involved LGBT movement. But we 
have no time to rest on our laurels. We 
have much yet to do and much done to 
defend. 

KURT KRICKLER IS HUMAN RIGHTS COORDINATOR OF THE 

EUROPEAN PRIDE ORGANIZERS ASSOCIATION (EPOA) AND 

SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE HOMOSEXUALS’ INITIATIVE (HOSI) 

VIENNA. THIS ARTICLE ALSO APPEARS IN THE EUROPRIDE 09 

ZURICH MAGAZINE. 
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UNITED STATES

ALABAMA
Mobile

MOBILE ALABAMA PRIDE PARADE AND 
FESTIVAL
4/25/2009 
and

YOUR RIGHTS, OUR RIGHTS, HUMAN RIGHTS
4/24—4/26/2009
WWW.MOBILEALABAMAPRIDE.COM

ARIZONA
Phoenix

PHOENIX PRIDE PARADE & PARTY IN THE 
PARK
Date TBA 
WWW.PHOENIXPRIDE.ORG

CALIFORNIA
Buena Park

GLBT PRIDE AT KNOTT’S BERRY FARM
5/15/2009 
WWW.OCPRIDE.ORG

Eureka 

HUMBOLDT PRIDE FESTIVAL AND PARADE
08/29/2009
WWW.HUMBOLDTPRIDEONLINE.ORG

 

Long Beach 

LONG BEACH LESBIAN AND GAY PRIDE, INC
5/16—5/17/2009
WWW.LONGBEACHPRIDE.ORG

Los Angeles-West Hollywood

LA PRIDE, PRESENTED BY CHRISTOPHER 
STREET WEST
6/12-13-14
WWW.LAPRIDE.ORG

 

Monterey 

MONTEREY COUNTY PRIDE FESTIVAL 
Date TBA 
WWW.MONTEREYPRIDE.ORG

San Diego 

SAN DIEGO PRIDE 
7/18/2009 
WWW.SDPRIDE.ORG
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Santa Barbara 

PACIFIC PRIDE FESTIVAL 
7/11/2009 
WWW.PACIFICPRIDEFESTIVAL.ORG

CONNECTICUT
Hartford 

HARTFORD PRIDE 
6/6/2009
WWW.CONNECTICUTPRIDE.ORG

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Washington

CAPITAL PRIDE
6/5/2009 to 6/14/2009
WWW.CAPITALPRIDEALLIANCE.ORG

FLORIDA
Fort Lauderdale 

PRIDEFEST 
3/21—3/22/2009
HTTP://PRIDESOUTHFLORIDA.ORG

Oakland Park 

STONEWALL STREET FESTIVAL 
6/20—6/21/2009 
WWW.STONEWALLSTREETFESTIVAL.COM

Ocala 

OCALA PRIDE FEST 
10/3—10/4/2009
HTTP://WWW.OCALAPRIDEFEST.COM

Panama City 

BEACH PRIDE PARTY
6/27/2009 
AND

3RD ANNUAL FAMILY FUN DAY PRIDE PICNIC
9/12/2009 
WWW.EMERALDCOASTPRIDE.COM

GEORGIA
Atlanta 

ATLANTA PRIDE CELEBRATION
10/31/2009 to 11/1/2009
WWW.ATLANTAPRIDE.ORG

   

IDAHO
Boise 

PRIDE 2009 
6/20/2009 
WWW.BOISEPRIDE.ORG

 

ILLINOIS
Chicago 

PRIDE MONTH W/ PARADE 
6/28/2009 (parade)
WWW.CHICAGOPRIDECALENDAR.ORG



61

INDIANA
Indianapolis 

CIRCLE CITY IN PRIDE 2009
6/13/2009 
WWW.INDYPRIDEINC.COM

IOWA
Des Moines 

DES MOINES GAY PRIDE FESTIVAL
6/12/2009 to 6/14/2009
WWW.CAPITALCITYPRIDE.ORG

KENTUCKY
Louisville 

KENTUCKIANA PRIDE FESTIVAL 
6/19—6/20/2009
WWW.KENTUCKIANAPRIDEFESTIVAL.COM

 

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston 

BOSTON PRIDE FLAG RAISING 
6/5/2009 
BOSTON PRIDE WEEK
6/5—6/14/2009
WWW.BOSTONPRIDE.ORG

MICHIGAN
Detroit 

MOTOR CITY PRIDE 
6/7/2009 to 6/7/2009
WWW.MOTORCITYPRIDE.ORG

Grand Rapids 

WEST MICHIGAN PRIDE 
6/20/2009
WWW.WESTMIPRIDE.ORG

MINNESOTA
Milwaukee

PRIDEFEST 
6/12—6/14/2009 
WWW.PRIDEFEST.COM

Minneapolis 

ASHLEY RUKES GLBT PRIDE PARADE 
06/27/2009 to 06/28/2009
\WWW.TCPRIDE.ORG

 

NEBRASKA
Omaha 

NEBRASKA PRIDE 2009
6/19—6/21/2009
WWW.NEBRASKAPRIDE.COM

NEW JERSEY
Jersey City 

JERSEY CITY LGBT PRIDE WEEK
8/29/2009 
WWW.JCLGO.ORG



New Brunswick 

18TH ANNUAL JERSEY 
6/7/2009
WWW.JERSEYPRIDE.ORG

NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque 

ALBUQUERQUE PRIDE 
6/11—6/13/2009 
WWW.ABQPRIDE.COM

Santa Fe 

PRIDE ON THE PLAZA 
6/19/2009 to 6/27/2009
WWW.SANTAFEHRA.ORG

NEVADA
Las Vegas 

LAS VEGAS PRIDE NIGHT PARADE 
5/1/2009 
AND

LAS VEGAS PRIDE FESTIVAL 
5/2/2009 
WWW.LASVEGASPRIDE.ORG

RENO 

RENO GAY PRIDE FESTIVAL 
8/15/09 
WWW.RENOGAYPRIDE.COM

NEW YORK
New York—Brooklyn 

BROOKLYN PRIDE 12TH ANNUAL PRIDE 
CELEBRATION
6/13/2009  
WWW.BROOKLYNPRIDE.OR

 

New York—Manhattan 

HERITAGE OF PRIDE 
DATE 6/20-28
LGBT Pride Week
WWW.NYCPRIDE.ORG

Rochester 

PRIDE FLAG RAISING
7/12/2009 
AND

ROCHESTER PRIDE
7/17/2009 
AND

PRIDE GATHERING
7/18/2009 
AND

ROCHESTER PRIDE
7/19/2009 
ROCHESTER, NY
WWW.GAYALLIANCE.ORG

Syracuse 

CNY PRIDE PARADE & FESTIVAL
6/20/2009 
WWW.CNYPRIDE.ORG

 

Wantagh 

PRIDE DANCE
6/6/2009  
AND

19TH ANNUAL LI PRIDE PARADE
6/14/2009 to 6/14/2009
AND

RAINBOW CRUISE
6/27/2009 
WWW.LIPRIDEPARADE.COM

NORTH CAROLINA
Charlotte 

MISS PRIDE CHARLOTTE PAGEANT 
7/10/2009 
AND

PRIDE CHARLOTTE 2009 
7/25/2009 
WWW.PRIDECHARLOTTE.COM

62



63



64

Durham 

NC PARADE & FESTIVAL   
(DUKE UNIVERSITY EAST CAMPUS)
WWW.NCPRIDE.ORG

NORTH DAKOTA
Fargo 

FM-PRIDE 
6/16/2009—6/21/2009
WWW.PRIDECOLLECTIVE.COM

OHIO
Cincinnati 

PRIDE NIGHT @ KINGS ISLAND 
9/11/2009 
CINCY/NKY GLBT PRIDE 
6/13—6/14/2009 
HTTP://CINCYGLBT.COM

Cleveland 

CLEVELAND PRIDE
6/20/2009 
WWW.CLEVELANDPRIDE.ORG

     

OREGON
Eugene 

EUGENE/SPRINGFIELD PRIDE FESTIVAL 
8/8/2009 
WWW.EUGENEPRIDE.ORG

 

PENNSYLVANIA
Allentown 

PRIDE IN THE PARK
Date TBA
WWW.PRIDEGLV.ORG

Erie 

PRIDE PICNIC 
6/13/2009
HTTP://PICNIC.ERIEGAYNEWS.COM

 

ERIE GAY PRIDE WEEKEND 
7/25—7/26/2009 
WWW.ERIEGAYPRIDE.ORG

Harrisburg 

PRIDE FESTIVAL OF CENTRAL PA BREAKFAST
4/18/2009 
AND

PRIDE FESTIVAL OF CENTRAL PA MIXER 
5/30
AND

PRIDE FESTIVAL OF CENTRAL PA 
7/24—7/26/2009 
WWW.HARRISBURGPRIDE.ORG

Philadelphia 

PRIDE DAY 
6/14/2009
AND

OUTFEST 
10/11/2009 
WWW.PHILLYPRIDE.ORG

Pittsburgh 

PRIDE WEEK
6/8/2009—6/14/2009 
WWW.PITTSBURGHPRIDESPACE.ORG

 

SOUTH CAROLINA
Columbia 

SOUTH CAROLINA PRIDE RALLY 
9/12/2009 
AND

SOUTH CAROLINA PRIDE PICNIC 
9/13/2009 
 HYPERLINK “HTTP://WWW.SCPRIDE.ORG” WWW.SCPRIDE.ORG

TENNESSEE
Nashville 

NASHVILLE PRIDE FESTIVAL 
6/20/2009 
WWW.NASHVILLEPRIDE.ORG
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TEXAS
Fort Worth 

TARRANT COUNTY GAY PRIDE WEEK 
Date TBA
WWW.TCGPWA.INFO

 

UTAH
Salt Lake City 

2009 UTAH PRIDE FESTIVAL 
6/6—6/7/2009
WWW.UTAHPRIDEFESTIVAL.ORG

VIRGINIA
Richmond 

VIRGINIA PRIDE
Date TBA
WWW.GAYPRIDEVIRGINIA.ORG

WASHINGTON
Olympia 

CAPITAL CITY PRIDE 
6/21—6/22/2009 
WWW.CAPITALCITYPRIDE.NET

Seattle 

SEATTLE PRIDE PARADE 
6/28/2009 
WWW.SEATTLEPRIDE.ORG

 

CANADA
 

Calgary 

PRIDE CALGARY 
9/6/2009 
WWW.PRIDECALGARY.CA

Edmonton 

EDMONTON PRIDE WEEK
Date TBA
WWW.PRIDEEDMONTON.ORG

New Brunswick 

FIERTE MONCTON PRIDE WEEK 
8/15/2009 to 8/23/2009
AND

FIERTE MONCTON PRIDE PARADE 
8/22/2009 
HTTP://FIERTEMONCTONPRIDE.CA

Ontario (Cornwall) 

PRIDE/FIERTE CORNWALL
Date TBA
HTTP://YOUTUBE.COM/PRIDEFIERTECORNWALL

 

Toronto 

PRIDE TORONTO
6/19/2009—6/28/2009 
WWW.PRIDETORONTO.COM

Vancouver 

EASTSIDE PRIDE 
6/27/2009 
AND

DAVIES STREET DANCE PARTY 
7/30/2009 
AND

VANCOUVER PRIDE DANCE PARTY 
7/30/2009 to 7/30/2009
AND

VANCOUVER PRIDE PARADE 
8/2/2009 
WWW.VANCOUVERPRIDE.CA

Victoria 

PRIDE MARCH VICTORIA 
2/1/2009 
WWW.PRIDEMARCH.COM.AU
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OVERSEAS 
 
BELARUS—MINSK 

SLAVIC PRIDE
5/16/2010 
WWW.GAYBELARUS.BY

BRAZIL—SAO PAOLO 

SEMANA DA DIVERSIDADE 
11/10—11/15/2009 

WWW.VASCOEJUNIOR.COM.BR

GREAT BRITAIN—LONDON 

OUTBURST UK BLACK PRIDE FESTIVAL 
6/27/2009 
WWW.OUTBURSTFESTIVAL.OR

SPAIN—BARCELONA 

PRIDE BARCELONA 2009 
6/28/2009 to 6/28/2009
WWW.PRIDEBARCELONA.ORG

ZIMBAWE—HARARE  
10/31/2009 
WWW.GALZ.CO.ZW/ZIMPRIDE.HTML
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Every artist cites influences from art history. But 
nodding to the past while looking ahead is always 

a balancing act. These artists-to-watch have no 
trouble maintaining their equilibrium, creating 

work that’s as new as it is grounded, and still man-
aging to be distinct, diverse and decidedly queer. 

Avram Finkelstein curates...

Art, History

P09_ART_064.indd   70 5/28/09   1:07:36 PM



71

DAPHNE FITZPATRICK, THE SITUATIONIST

Daphne Fitzpatrick is as much an archeologist as she is 
an artist. Her landscape is definitively urban and distinctly 
American. In her world, found objects fight for supremacy, 
signage is soulful, and sneakers become romantic symbols.

Fitzpatrick’s work is convinced of the power of humor, and 
obsessed with the power of class. Fitzpatrick’s Sandmand 
is a study of commerce and displacement, where cigarettes 
are art, television holds court, culture is a distant memory 
and packing blankets are the only comfort.

Fitzpatrick is represented by Bellwether Gallery in New York, 
www.bellwethergallery.com

SANDMAND , 2007

Plywood, silk-screened drawings, packing blankets, 20 minute 
slideshow (images 2002-2007), paint, sisal rope, fabric, lamp.

image courtesy of the artist and Bellwhether Gallery
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KAREN HEAGLE, THE EXPRESSIONIST

The power of Karen Heagle’s work is not just in the hand; it’s in the gut. She 
never backs down, mining high and low culture for references as far flung as 
the work of Secessionist Egon Schiele, news photos of the Pregnant Man, and 
Playboy ads from the 70’s. She happily tackles Rene Magritte, pays homage to 
the punk band The Slits, and arm wrestles with Mariska Hargitay’s character on 
Law and Order. Her staunch, painterly commentaries on consumerism and sex 
make her a favorite when artists like Deborah Kass and Nayland Blake curate 
shows.

Heagle’s work is included in the Judith Rothschild Contemporary Drawing 
Collection at the Museum of Modern Art, and she’s shown at I-20 in New York.

VOLTA NY, and Swab in Barcelona.

SCOTCH AND OYSTERS, 2009

Acrylic on paper 
31 x 28.5 inches 

Image courtesy of the artist and I-20 Gallery
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AMIR NIKRAVAN, THE PHOTOREALIST

In 1881, Max Klinger’s Paraphrases About the 
Finding of a Glove was a startling fantasia on the 
nature of fetish that beat Freud to the punch by a 
few years.

In the same tradition, Amir Nikravan’s dreamlike 
Glove blurs the lines between desire and death, 
wonders out loud about the permeability of skin, 
and drags tulle from the bridal showroom straight 
into the dungeon. Moreover, Nikravan’s brand 
of Hyperrealism makes Chuck Close’s work look 
wimpy, and his Untitled #1(Erased Drawing) 
recasts Robert Rauschenberg’s Erased De Kooning 
Drawing as utterly soulless.

www.amirnikravan.com

GLOVE

Graphite on Paper, 
40 x 60 inches 
Image courtesy of the artist
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DEAN SAMESHIMA, THE SYMBOLIST

Artist Dean Sameshima’s work reconstructs 
a past when signals and rendezvous set the 
parameters of gay life. In his Figures of Lust 
Furtively Encountered in the Nights an army of 
intimate “self” portraits parades before us, men 
rendered anonymous by the camera flash. His 
Unknown Pleasures canvases are connect-the-dot 
torsos that leave everything to the imagination. 
And his ode to the codified world of Silver Lake’s 
Gauntlet, Outlaw, includes the most literal of all 
codes, American Sign Language, as a dictionary of 
sexual entreaties re-photographed from a vintage 
Drummer spread.

Sameshima’s work has been shown in Los 
Angeles, Tokyo, London, Switzerland and Berlin.

Sameshima’s work can be seen at 
www.deansameshima.com 
www.peresprojects.com 
www.takaishiigallery.com

If ordered through the artist’s website, the 
monograph Dean Sameshima, Hysteric Seven 
includes a special photo-collage inside the book.

UNTITLED (TESTICLES), 2003

Fuji-Flex Print  
14 x 11 inches 

Image courtesy of the artist and Peres Projects, 
Berlin/Los Angeles
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MATT LIPPS, THE POSTMODERNIST

Matt Lipps’ intelligent narratives are skillful hybrids of the 
personal and the universal.

After finding his dad had Googled him, Lipps returned the 
gesture and discovered his estranged father was writing a 
biography of the author of Black Beauty, triggering a suite of 
C-prints and low-tech sculptures, Horses. Hollywood, The 
Apocalypse of John, Ingmar Bergman, Patti Smith and the 
70’s skin magazine, Blueboy, all converge in this meditation 
on loss, desire and death. In Home, Lipps heaps images 
of domestic interiors into large-scale, layered prosceniums 
that take on childhood, Ansel Adams, and the entire history 
of art. And his mixed media rear projection, Appetite, offers 
an orgy - literally - of tape and cardboard stand-ups that 
hark back to Plato’s Myth of the Cave.

Matt Lipps’ work can be seen at www.mattlipps.com, and 
through June 28 in the group show, Tainted Love, curated 
by Visual AIDS at La MaMa La Galleria in NYC, www.
thebody.com/visualaids/current/tainted_love.htm

UNTITLED (RED), 2007

C-print on Plexiglas, edition of 3 + 1AP 
50 x 40 inches 

Image courtesy of the artist
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MATT KEEGAN, THE CONCEPTUALIST

Matt Keegan takes the moment very seriously, whatever it 
happens to be. His mix of text, photography and building 
materials is concise but personal, and shows deep 
reverence for the implications of time and place.

His work often comments on the Here, like his tracing of 
newspaper coverage of Barack Obama boarding Air Force 
One, or his postcards printed from acetates made from 
tracings of photographs. But he’s just as likely to forage 
through history, like his re-visitation of vintage calendars 
from San Francisco’s GLBT Historical Society, or his latex 
and sheetrock Barbara Kruger, which isn’t so much about 
the language of art as it is about language itself.

Keegan’s work is featured in The Generational: Younger 
Than Jesus show currently at The New Museum in 
New York, and has been shown at Altman Siegel in San 
Francisco and D’Amelio Terras in New York

www.altmansiegel.com 
www.damelioterras.com

MERYL STREEP, 2008

Gold leaf on sheet rock 
96 x 48 inches 
Image courtesy of Altman Siegel Gallery
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LEIDI CHURCHMAN, THE DADAIST

If Matthew Barney has made a fetish of metamorphosis, 
Leidy Churchman is focused on the complexity of 
morphing. Rocks are berries, logs become books, 

paintings are three-dimensional, and sculptures are 
paintings. 

Churchman’s candor isn’t merely conceptual: It digs deep 
into the grain of a world in flux. She describes her pictures 
as transgendered, and borrows freely from Tom of Finland, 

has common cause with Charles Demuth, and shares 
moments with Visionary artist, Howard Finster.

ART BOOK, 2008

7 x 9 x 4 inches 
Oil on log of wood 

Image courtesy of the artist
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QUEER COMIX
Forced out of the ghetto by the decline of the Gay 
Indy Bookshop as well as  increased mainstream 

interest in LGBT stories, comics by LGBT cartoon-
ists present an increasingly rich and varied portrait 

of Gay fact, fiction and fantasy. Justin Hall draws 
some conclusions...

Wuvable Oaf > Ed Luce, 2008
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A transsexual super-heroine has a secret 
affair with JFK; A gay American has a 
tryst with an Indian boy on a boat going 

up the Amazon; three dykes living in abandoned 
subway tunnels terrorize New York City; King 
Kong and Godzilla get it on in the ruins of Tokyo.   

These far-out scenes are just a few snapshots 
from recent LGBT comics.  With comic books and 
graphic novels continuing to gain momentum 
in bookstores, not to mention being snapped up 
by Hollywood studios desperate for a franchise, 
at long last a new wave of queer cartoonists has 
arrived to claim its share of the spotlight.   

LGBT cartoonists have fought a long, uphill 
battle for recognition. Comic books, one of the 
few distinctly American art forms, have tradi-
tionally been dismissed as puerile and simplistic. 
And queer comics have been further marginal-
ized, rarely garnering shelf space in comic book 
stores or recognition at conventions or awards 
ceremonies.  LGBT comics have existed in a kind 
of parallel universe to the rest of comics, showing 
up only in gay newspapers and gay bookstores. 
But with gay newspapers and bookstores closing 
down - and bigotry against queer people and their 
stories waning - the new wave of queer comic 
cartoonists are moving out of the ghetto and 
bringing their work to wider audiences.   

>> A brief history lesson: The first modern overtly 
queer story in comics was “Sandy Comes Out” by 
Trina Robbins, published in Wimmen’s Comix 
#1 in 1979.  It was followed by Mary Wing’s 
Come Out Comix, and then, in 1980, Gay Comix 
(later Gay Comics), which became one of the 
longest-running and most successful series of the 
underground comics movement, finally ending 
with issue #25 in 1998. 

Many well-respected cartoonists cut their 
teeth with Gay Comix, producing works of 
tremendous artistic and personal courage (some 
came out to the industry through contributing to 
the series) by using the underground comics’ aes-
thetic of personal, intimate storytelling as well 

as bizarre, fantastical concepts to describe their 
lives as queer people.  Leather zombies, super-
powered lesbians, and swishy fishes shared space 
with stories about coming-out, losing loved ones 
to AIDS, and cruising a gay beach.  

A good illustration of the difference between 
the first and second waves of LGBT comics is the 
career of Alison Bechdel, the most successful, 
openly queer, American cartoonist.  She started 
the immensely popular strip “Dykes to Watch 
Out For” in 1983, chronicling the lives of a group 
of urban lesbians, and in 2006 released a widely-
acclaimed graphic novel Fun Home, which dealt 
with her relationship with her closeted father.  
Fun Home was a crossover success that would 
have been impossible at the beginning of her 
career, when comics weren’t taken seriously as 
a medium and queer stories were ignored by the 
mainstream; conversely, today Bechdel would be 
hard-pressed to make a living creating “DTWOF” 
with the disintegration of the gay media ghetto 
that supported the strip. 

“When I started out, my books were ‘lesbian 
comics,’” notes Bechdel.  “Then they started 
being seen as simply ‘comics.’”  In 2004, the 
Alternative Press Expo, the largest independent 
comics convention in the U.S., invited Bechdel as 
a Guest of Honor.  After over two decades making 
“DTWOF,” it was the first comic book convention 
she had ever attended, as well as the first year  
A.P.E. presented a Queer Cartoonists panel, and 
the LGBT comics advocacy group Prism Comics 
had a booth.  The queers had finally arrived. 

>> At the center of the new wave of queer comics 
is, undoubtedly, Prism Comics.  Founded in 2003 
as a non-profit for LGBT comics creators, fans, 
and material, Prism provides grants for queer 
cartoonists, publishes an annual Guide To LGBT 
Comics, and maintains a presence at conventions 
through booths and panels.  Most importantly, 
though, it has a website (prismcomics.org). 

The new wave of queer cartoonists is, in many 
ways, defined by the internet.  Dave Davenport, 

Emotions > Dave Davenport, 2008

P09_Comix_xx.indd   82 5/28/09   2:33:56 PM



83

P09_Comix_xx.indd   83 5/28/09   2:33:57 PM



84

a cartoonist who chronicles the popular misad-
ventures of a horny werewolf named Feral, is one 
of the founders of Bent Comix (bentcomix.com) a 
new queer comics distribution network.  “While 
Bent has a printed sampler,” says Davenport, “its 
most important feature is a website that directs 
potential consumers and retailers to the websites 
of the various members for sales.”  The result is a 
cross-marketing model that is only possible in the 
internet age.  Even as the gay media and gay retail 
spaces are dying out, cartoonists are building new 
avenues to display and market their material.  

The web is also used to create community.  Cre-
ating comics has always been a lonely endeavor, 
requiring a tremendous amount of time and 
dedication, for a very limited audience and little 
if any financial reward.  It is often difficult for 
aspiring cartoonists to find a supportive group 
of like-minded artists. But groups like Prism, 
the Gay League (gayleague.com), Fanboys of the 
Universe (fanboysoftheuniverse.com), and others 
have changed that to a large extent by using the 
internet to create virtual, queer, creative com-
munities.    

Ultimately, however, Prism has a kind of 
built-in obsolescence to it; if it does its work well, 
and the playing field is leveled between straight 
and queer comics, it will lose its reason to be. 
“Prism Comics is my excuse to promote comics,” 
says Charles “Zan” Christiansen, the founder of 
Prism, “but that excuse will become increasingly 
ridiculous - which is a good thing!”   

Prism, as well as the new wave of cartoonists it 
supports, is a transition between the marginal-
ized but fertile ghetto of the early queer comics, 
and the wider, more accepting mainstream which 
awaits. These general categories of First Genera-
tion and New Wave, however, are only flimsy 
constructions at best.  Artists rarely break down 
into neat, distinct art movements, and this is 
especially true with cartoonists because of the 
DIY nature of the art form. Traditionally, all 
one needs to become a comics creator is an idea, 
paper, ink, a photocopy machine, and a stapler.

Jennifer Camper, a cartoonist who contributed 
to the early Gay Comix and then later created the 
anthology Juicy Mother, which bills itself as “a 
comix anthology for Discerning Homosexuals, 
Uppity Ladies, Fierce People of Color, and all their 
friends,” revels in the punk-rock nature of comics, 
and cautions against categorizing cartoonists and 
their work.  “There have always been a number of 
us making stuff,” says Camper, “but we all had our 
own ways of doing it.  We’ve always created our 
own templates.” 

This variety of vision has only increased with 
the years.  In the new wave there are more comics 
creators of color who deal with identity in multi-
faceted ways.  Expanding the LGBT universe are 
the voices of transgendered creators such as Joey 
Alison Sayers and Gina Kaminsky who have the 
courage to tell stories about their own lives with 
both humor and integrity.  

>> One way for queer cartoonists to gain an audi-
ence and sales is with erotica.  Sex it seems, still 
sells. The erotica side of queer comics has also 
always had a more international edge to it.  The 
language of sexuality is perhaps more universal 
than the other aspects of queer storytelling, 
and so there is a large, international community 
of well-known erotic cartoonists like Tom of 
Finland and his hunky, square jawed leathermen; 
Japan’s Gengoroh Tagame with his hairy, bond-
age enthusiasts; France’s Logan and his dark, 
fantasy daddies; and Canada’s Patrick Fillion 
with his superhero hunks.  Women, such as Amer-
ica’s Colleen Coover with her playful nymphos, 
and Italy’s Serpilla and her sadistic doms also 
contribute to the world cannon of queer erotica. 

Often there is a gap between erotic comics 
creators and other cartoonists, but some artists 
are able to bridge that.  Steve MacIsaac has made 
both erotica and what he jokingly describes as 
“neurotica,” queer, slice-of-life stories that depict 
graphic sexual scenes but in the context of a 
larger drama (for example, Shirtlifter #1, which 
chronicled the dissolution of the relationship 

"Small Favors", Colleen Coover, 2002

Night Shift > Jennifer Camper, 2007
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"Small Favors", Colleen Coover, 2002

Night Shift > Jennifer Camper, 2007
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FIVE MUST-HAVE LGBT COMICS:

Stuck Rubber Baby (Howard Cruse, Harper Collins, 
1996)  The first major LGBT graphic novel is the story 
of a white, southern man who joins the fight against 
segregation while also dealing with his personal 
battle to come out.  Ahead of its time, SRB inspired 
a generation of queer cartoonists with its breadth, 
ambition, and artistic power.

Fun Home (Alison Bechdel, Houghton Mifflin, 2006)  
The most literary graphic novel so far, Fun Home was 
first on the list of Time Magazine’s “10 Best Books” 
the year it was published.  It tells the story of Bechdel’s 
relationship with her closeted father in a lyrical, intricate 
narrative done with precise and beautiful cartooning.

Bull’s Balls (Ralf Koenig, MännerschwarmSkript, 1992)  
Koenig is Germany’s most successful cartoonist, with 
many graphic novels and a couple of movies under his 
belt.  This earlier work detailing the desperate attempts 
of a leather man in Cologne to get into the pants of a 
straight, Spanish construction worker remains one of 
the funniest comics ever produced.

Book of Boy Trouble #1 and #2 (edited by Robert 
Kirby and David Kelly, Green Candy Press, 2006 
and 2008)  Perhaps the most important anthology 
of queer cartooning since Gay Comix, Boy Trouble is 
a superb collection of stories dealing with everything 
from hustlers dressing like Batman and Robin for a 
demanding client, to anonymous groping at a punk-
rock show, to a girl pimping out her younger sister to a 
pervert for ice cream money - all in gorgeous full-color.

Juicy Mother #1 and #2 (edited by Jennifer Camper, 
Soft Skull Press and Manic D Press, 2004 and 
2007)  A collection of stories from the cream of the 
LGBT cartoonist crop that pushes all the boundaries.  
Homeboys in love, a superhero tranny, West Hollywood 
parties, fags and dykes in Utah, killer dykes chasing 
romance, skateboard cuties, sweet sex, rough sex, 
confusing sex, and goldfish…  These books have it all! 

between two gay, American expats in Japan).  “I 
might have been able to gain a larger audience 
just doing erotica, by creating a kind of brand,” 
says MacIsaac, “but I wanted to tell other kinds 
of stories as well.  Sometimes that confuses the 
audience, but I think things are loosening up as 
readers get more sophisticated about it.” 

International creators are also exploring queer 
stories outside of pure erotica.  Germany’s Ralf 
Koenig, for example, is one of the most respected 
cartoonists in the world, and commands large 
audiences with his hilarious descriptions of the 
leather scene in Cologne.  Still, the world of LGBT 
cartooning in Europe is much less developed than 
in North America.  “The advantage for the U.S. 
is the common language of 300 million people,” 
says Francois Peneaud, a French comics creator 
who writes the sexy, fantasy adventure Brother 
to Dragons, and is the creator of the websites The 
Gay Comics List and LGBT BD.  “In Europe, there 
are more than a dozen languages, and the poten-
tial audience is thus far more fragmented.  So, 
niche artists face a more uphill struggle to make 
their works known.”  

There are of course many different types of 
queer comics, and it is a mistake to imagine 
LGBT comics as being any more homogenous 
than LGBT people.  In fact, it’s precisely in this 
underground, DIY world that the true breadth of 
queer stories reveal themselvs in all their bizarre, 
hilarious, disturbing glory. It’s no longer exclu-
sively an Archie, Betty and Veronica world, and 
comics reflect that as clearly as anything.

Boy Trouble > Robert Kirby, 2007

Young Bottoms in Love > Tim Fish, 2007
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I
stanbul may be the 
most perfect getaway 
city on the planet. A 
detonation of Middle 
Eastern exoticism and 
euro-eclecticism, this 
city will work you—
forget micro-planning 
because once you hit its 

streets they will carry you effortlessly 
into exploration.  While so many other 
world destinations have begun feeling 
more international, Istanbul remains 
resolutely original. Formerly known as 
Constantinople, the city is defined by 
being the gateway to the Middle East, 
and its rich historical origins include 
Greek, Persian, Roman, Ottoman, and 
Byzantine rule.

Modern day life along the striking 
Bosphorus is an awe-inspiring patch-
work of mosques, spice bazaars, chic 
boutiques, Roman bathhouses, whirling 
Dervishes, and awe-inspiring sunsets 
all sewn together by the beautiful call to 
prayer heard five times daily.  Istanbul’s 
large city center is split into two distinct 
areas by the Golden Horn waterway, 
but connected by the epic Galata Bridge 
lined with fisherman, Hookah Bars and 
fish restaurants.  To the west lies the 
Old City where all of your big bang tour-
ist attractions are—the Blue Mosque, 
Grand Bazaar, Basilica Cistern, and 
historic Hamams.  To the east is the 
Beyoglu area, a European-looking 
section of old winding streets contain-
ing half-hidden antique stores and 
atmospheric cafes. Equally wonderful 
and very dissimilar, these two areas 
serve as a perfect yin and yang for your 
days: sleep east, walk west.  In other 
words, spend your days exploring the 
boisterous beauty of the west side, and 
your evenings reveling in the romance 
of the east side. Keep in mind that the 
beauty of Istanbul really resonates  in 
its sounds and flavors, and that the 
best way to experience this is simply 
through meandering, getting lost a lot, 
and keeping fueled with strong black tea 
and exotic snacks. 

An ancient city whose multicultural history and exotic sights are  
steeped in a heady broth of heat and spice, Istanbul makes for an  

unforgettable holiday. Amanda Bacon inhales deeply and reports back. 
Molly Schiot shoots

LET’S GET LOST
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SLEEP
HOTEL RESIDENCE 

Istiklal Cad. Sadri Alisik Sok. No:19 
Beyoglu 
212 243 0084

Budget option with unbeatable location, great 
breakfast, and very clean rooms. 

EMPRESS ZOE

Akbiyik Cad. Adliye Sok. No:10 
Sultanahmet 
212 516 7553. 

HOTEL NOMADE

Divanyolu Caddesi,  
Ticarethane Sokak 15,   
34410 Sultanahmet  
212 513 81 72  

WITT ISTANBUL

Defterdar Yokusu, No 26 34433 
Cihangir, Beyoglu 
207 580 2663 

AJIA HOTEL

Cubuklu Cad. No 27  
Kanlica, 
216 413 9300

Incredible spot on the Bosphorus, splurge on a 
suite facing the water! 

FOUR SEASONS

Tevkifhane Sokak No. 1 
Sultanahmet 
212 402 30 00 

EAT 
In addition to dozens of delicious restaurants 
(a few of which follow; for more, check on 
tripadvisor.com), Istanbul is known for its 
incredibly edible street life.  You can graze 
your way through the city, chowing down on 
everything from rose-flavored Turkish delight 
(a subtly addictive confection involving sugar, 
starch and a variety of flavorings) and savory 
lamb kebabs, to hand-squeezed pomegranate 
juice and just-caught fish sandwiches grilled on 
a boat next to the the Galata Bridge. For a more 
formal, sit-down dining experiene, don’t miss 
these two spots:

DUKKAN,

Teşvikiye Bostan Sok. No:10, 
Nişantaşı 
259 1210

The most glamorous steakhouse you will ever 
find! 

CIYA, CAFERAGˇA MAH

Günes¸libahçe Sk. 48/B Kadıköy 
216 336 30 13 

Take a beautiful, off the beaten path ferry 
ride and walk around all the surrounding food 
markets before stepping inside. Arrive with a 
hearty appetitie so you can be sure to try some 
of the many dishes available at the mezze bar 
and on the menu of this regional-specific, 
seasonal Turkish restaurant.  Don’t leave without 
trying the pistachio cake that comes with a 
sweet foam made from a digestive  
tree root! 

DRINK  
Aside from some raunchy, well-known 
bathhouses for men only, a few gay-friendly 
hotels, and private gatherings within the 
community, all of your P.D.A. will need to exist 
in gay coffee houses, bars, and clubs.  For a 
gay tour of the city from a group, gay guest 
apartment listings, happenings of the week, and 
links to other gay and lesbian Turkish sites, go to 
www.istanbulgay.com.

SUGAR CLUB

Istiklal Cad. Saka Salim Cikmazi 
No. 3 Beyoglu 
212 245 0096

Coffee house by day, bar with great music by 
night, and run all day by sexy helpful boys, let 
Sugar Club be your home base for a gay old 
time.   

THE MARMARA PERA

Mesrutiyet Caddesi Tepebasi 
212 251 4646

Do not leave town without enjoying  
a drink on this hotel’s rooftop!  It’s  
hands down the best 360 degree view of the 
city.  

CEZAYIR

Hayriye Caddesi 12

This is a fabulously cool re-do of an old 
schoolhouse that’s a perfect place to enjoy a 
Raki – the anise-infused national liquor mixed 
with water.

 

SHOP 

ADEM & HAWA

Camekon Sk.No. 
31B Beyoglu 
212 245 05 51

This boutique features a mix of traditional turkish 
shoes and scarves alongside new hip designs. 

BY RETRO

Istiklal Caddesi 166/C. 
Suriye Pasajı 
212  245 6420

Outrageous and fierce is the only way to begin to 
describe this underground labyrinth of a vintage 
store.   

ROBINSON CRUSOE

Istiklal Caddesi No 389 
Beyoglu 
212 293 6968

Run by four young friends, this book and 
magazine boutique carries mostly English texts 
and skews eclectic. 

ABDULLA NATUREL PRODUCTS

located within the Grand Bazaar. 

This small shop carries the most exquisite 
Turkish towels, linens, and antique fabrics. Great 
for those gifts you have to haul home.

 

MUST DO'S!
OLD CITY:

Blue Mosque

Namli

Basilica Cistern

Grand Bazaar

Spice Bazaar

Cagaloglu Hamami 
212 522 2424  

ACROSS THE GALATA

Tunnel Gecidi – amazing arcade

CUKURCUMA 

antique heaven

ISTANBUL MODERN

www.istanbulmodern.org 
 212 334 7300
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D
iscreetly gay econo-
mist John Maynard 
Keynes argued 
that in recession or 
depression, counter-
cyclical government 

spending stimulates economic recovery.  
That worked under FDR’s New Deal and 
may work under Obama’s stimulus plan, 
but it’s a bad idea for us worker drones. 
There is no particular gay issue to it, 
other than some of us have been accus-
tomed to spending extravagantly when 
we’ve had money.  But unless you’re 
solvent, with a good stash of dough in 
the bank, continuing old spending hab-
its like shelling out for four-day circuit 
parties and overpriced summer shares 
seems decidedly unwise these days, 
however Keynesian.

Whether you worry about dollars, 
pounds, Euros or shekels, everyone 
has been knocked askew.  Few reli-
able places remain where your money 
can actually make money.  Recently, 
my broker nervously pulled me out of 
a mutual fund.  Yes, even staid, tradi-
tional mutual funds aren’t safe.  

While everyone agrees that saving 
more is especially advisable now, gay 
people are notoriously bad at it.  And the 
presumption of gay affluence suggested 
by the 1994 Yankelovich survey on 
gay marketing has proven overblown.  
Early this year, a study of poverty in the 
GLBT community by UCLA’s Williams 
Institute (which studies varied gay com-
munity issues) found that nationally, 24 
percent of lesbians and bisexual women 
are poor compared to 19 percent of het-
erosexual women and that 15 percent of 
gay and bisexual men are poor compared 
to 13 percent of heterosexual men.

Like the rest of the world, gay people 
scatter out on the economic spectrum, 
from ostentatiously wealthy to public 
assistance-dependent.  But most of us 
are in the increasingly-stressed middle 
class, worriedly trying to keep up on 
mortgage payments and health care 
premiums.  We’ve watched our invest-
ments evaporate and our home values 
plummet.  The older people in our com-

Well-educated. Well-dressed, well-traveled, well-housed, well-fed,  
well-groomed, and well, broke. Whether it’s a confluence of adverse events 

or a slow, heedless walk into the Valley of Debt, shaky finances can be a 
vicious, demoralizing and dangerous cycle and while we’re not the only 
afflicted demographic, we are consistently one of the most vulnerable. 

Steve Bolerjack ransacks the Titanic for life preservers...

THE RAINY DAY ARRIVES
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“God Bless the Child” 1941, Billie Holiday and Arthur Herzog, Jr.

“Them that’s got shall get... them  
that’s not shall lose...”

munity are just starting to realize that 
that retirement nest egg may very well 
have flown the coop, the pension they 
were counting on isn’t going to hap-
pen, and many of us may very well be 
spending our “Golden Years” repeating 
“Welcome to Walmart!” or something 
like it at the nearest big-box strip until 
the day we make our final journey to the 
nearest cemetery, mausoleum or take-
it-with-you urn.

The point is, right now, the smart 
thing to do is hope things improve, and 
hang onto every cent you can in case 
they don’t.

I’m not a financial professional, I 
just write about average-Joe money 
issues occasionally.  Finance is right up 
there with calculus in my book. But I 
did overcome an absurd and dangerous 
avoidance mentality, maybe because I 
didn’t have much money to begin with.  
Near misses with disaster finally jolted 
me from passive spender to active saver.  
Fear and Mastercard on the phone are 
potent motivators.  Along the way, I’ve 
learned some hard lessons that seem 
worth passing along.  Over time, the fol-
lowing tips will help you pack away more 
than you thought you could during these 
rough times. While this article presumes 
you’re still working and have at least 
some income, even if you aren’t and 
don’t, keep it handy for when you are and 
do so you won’t be caught short again. 

Stashing Your Cash 
Start hoarding for retirement in 

your twenties. I mean it.  Regardless 
of age, nationality, career or aspira-
tions, “Plan for Retirement” should top 
your Absolutely Must Do List.  If you 
lack trust funds, celebrity, oil wells or 
wealthy maiden aunts, it’s imperative.  
And callow youth (trust me, it’s over in 
a microsecond) is no excuse to wait; if 
I’d started Serious Saving and Inspired 
Investing younger, I’d be in a much 
higher tax bracket today.

Exploit corporate largesse. If you 
toil in corporate America and your 
employer still offers profit sharing or 

matching IRA or pension contributions, 
consider yourself very lucky - both for 
the job and the perks.  Once a mainstay 
part of employee benefits packages, 
matching plans are sadly becoming 
scarcer, but some larger companies still 
offer them.  The best are those which 
your company matches; for every dollar 
you kick in, they kick one in, too. To 
maximize the benefit of course, you 
must maximize your own contribution, 
which slices into a starting paycheck.  
Painful? Yes, but remind yourself that 
you’re being paid to save. That should 
make it feel better. And if you aren’t 
working in the U.S., make sure you keep 
up to date with your country’s current 
pension requirements. Germany, for 
example is currently redefining how 
pension contributions are made. 

Budget unto anguish.   According 
to gay financial writer/activist Andy 
Tobias, the biggest mistake young gay 
people make is “Not doing the basics: 
setting a goal and making a budget 
to reach the goal…letting life ‘hap-
pen’ instead of taking control of their 
finances.”   That was my story precisely.  
I paid bills more or less as they came 
in but didn’t focus on how my monthly 
expenses were faring over time.  I saved 
only haphazardly and sometimes used 
savings or “overdraft protection” to 
cover shortfalls.  The aforementioned 
money emergencies and a financially 
savvy friend sternly taught me how to 
budget; to go through monthly expenses 
bill-by-bill, subtract each as a line item, 
allow a reasonable but strict amount of 
spending money and automatically send 
the remainder to savings.  If nothing 
is left by the time you pay all your bills 
you’ve got bigger problems than we can 
address here.  The point is always to 
know what you’re spending and how 
much you’ve got left.  Keep your budget 

as a working document on your com-
puter and update as needed.

Pay bills online. Many of us still bank 
the way our parents did: checking and 
savings at the same place, paying bills 
by mailed checks and saving when and 
if we can.  My buddy Tom refuses to 
abandon paper checks and stamps, pro-
claiming he “doesn’t trust” computers.  
He sounds like my 83-year old father.  I 
finally converted to online bill payment 
after more postage increases and a cou-
ple of checks went missing.  Whether 
you choose an independent service like 
Paytrust, or your bank offers it, online 
banking is a huge advantage for finan-
cial-phobes because it forces you into a 
consolidated, organized approach.  You 
deal with the whole monthly task on one 
screen instead of a paper pile.  It enables 
you almost instantaneously to move 
money, consolidate due dates, confirm 
payments and get information. 

Use direct deposit whenever possible.  
The advantages seem obvious but a 
surprising number of people, whether 
receiving paychecks, Social Security 
or other payments, still rely on mailed 
paper checks.  A 2007 survey conducted 
by the U.S. Department of the Trea-
sury found that of people 65 and older, 
72 percent use direct deposit, while 
of those age 45 – 64 (the post WW2 
Baby Boomers) only 59 percent do so. 
“There is no safer way to receive Social 
Security than direct deposit,” said Dick 
Gregg, commissioner of the Treasury’s 
Financial Management Service.  “Last 
year, a half-million people reported 
problems receiving [mailed] checks.  
In contrast -- and contrary to what 38 
percent of those surveyed believe -- no 
direct deposit payment has ever been 
lost or stolen.”  Gregg further suggested 
that unless more middle-aged folks opt 
for direct deposit, the sheer size of the 
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boomer population “will drive up gov-
ernment costs in issuing paper checks 
exponentially…and taxpayers will bear 
the burden.”  So unless we get with it, 
we’ll have to pay more to get paid.  Sign 
up for direct deposit for any regular 
income you have. An additional bonus; 
many banks offer free checking/savings 
accounts to direct deposit customers.

Know thy credit report.  I didn’t 
even know I had a credit report until I 
was about 35.  It’s actually not unlike 
Your Permanent Record – the one 
you laughed off in school. In this case, 
though, there’s nothing funny about 
it. Keep a very close eye on this one 
(actually three).  If you ever plan to 
buy anything, say a car or real estate, a 
decent credit score is imperative.  Some 
banks offer free periodic access to your 
credit score.  And remember that a 
report is merely the list of your credit 
transactions; the score is your number 
grade on credit performance. Under 
Federal Law, you are entitled to one free 
credit report from each Credit Bureau 
every 12 months. Visit AnnualCred-
itReport.com for more information.

Get professional investment advice.  
It’s tempting to get online and start 
juggling stocks and bonds yourself.  
It is perhaps far too easy these days 
with proliferation of online trading 
sites.  But unless you really know what 
you’re doing and have racked up some 
successful investment experience, you 
can quickly make a financial catas-
trophe of yourself.  The better course 
is to maximize your contributions to 
your IRA and pension accounts, and let 
professionals who know all about diver-
sification, selling short, mutual funds, 
pork futures and grain prices handle 
it.  Private investments should be made 
with licensed, qualified brokers and 
firms with proven track records.  If you 
need direction, ask some well-to-do 
friends who they use for investments 
and even then, beware.  Research and 
double check.  Bernie Madoff should 
long stand as a cautionary tale.

Learn what you’re investing in.  Just 

because you engage a professional to 
oversee investments doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t know where your money is 
working for you.  Look up “debenture.”  
Research market trends, precious 
metals, depositary receipts.  Learn how 
municipal bonds work.  At a minimum, 
know the definitions and basics of pub-
lic and private stock, bonds, Treasury 
bills, certificates of deposit and mutual 
funds.  In addition, don’t just hand over 
your money to your broker.  Set up your 
accounts online and monitor perfor-
mance of your investments.  If you’re 
not happy, question those in whom 
you’ve entrusted your assets and con-
sult with them regularly.  And it’s more 
important than ever these days to follow 
financial news on your own.  As others 
have painfully learned in the past year, 
don’t rely upon any one person or source 
for information.

Consolidate services.  Two years ago, 
I paid approximately $45 per month for 
traditional phone service, about $30 per 
month for long distance, and $120 for 
cable TV/Internet service.  I still hate 
commercials, but another one sank in: 
you can save by bundling local and long 
distance phone, cable TV and Inter-
net access.  I bit and now fiber optics 
combined with cable magic saves me 
about $60 a month and so far, no techni-
cal problems.  When the poor phone 
company flak called to ask why I was 
leaving, it was gratifying to say, “I don’t 
need you anymore.”

Shop best savings rates. Interest rates 
on savings have tanked everywhere, but 
some online-only, FDIC-insured banks 
may offer slightly better numbers than 
traditional banks.  Check out HSBC-
Direct.com or ING.com and monitor 
certificates of deposit at higher rates, but 
beware of time restrictions that could 
freeze your money in an emergency.  
Caveat: file save on your computer or 
print paper copies on file of all transac-
tions with an Internet-only bank.

Take it off the top: All banks offer 
automatic monthly transfer of any 
amount from checking to savings.  Work 

it into your budget, treat it as a line-
item payment, allot as much as you can 
afford, sign up for it, set a transfer date 
immediately after your paycheck clears, 
consider it another paid bill and forget 
about it.

Buy a certified, previously-owned 
car.  I live in California where the auto-
mobile is the dominant species.  As a 
New Yorker, I’m amused by people here 
who rely on cars for status and person-
ality.  Yes, new cars are fun and smell 
good, but a brand-new guzzler loses 25 
percent of its value the moment you 
drive it off the dealer’s lot.  As unctuous 
as the used car-buying experience can 
be, I’ve had good luck and saved scads 
in buying “previously owned” cars from 
certified dealers of the car’s original 
manufacturer.  My red Accord is four 
years old but with its sporty black hood 
bra, Euro wheel covers and 30 mpg, I 
don’t care who knows it.  And I paid less 
than half what it would have cost new.

Get disability insurance.  If you’re 
just starting out, this one seems remote 
and unlikely.  But for gay folks without a 
family or partner to fall back on and for 
men especially who are HIV-positive, 
some level of disability insurance is 
prudent.  All the savings strategy in the 
world won’t be sufficient if, through ill-
ness or accident, you’re unable to work 
in your prime moneymaking years.  
Some companies still offer disability 
as part of the benefits package, but it’s 
likely you’ll pay the premiums yourself, 
which can be hefty.  The further along 
you are in your career, the more impor-
tant it becomes. 

ADDITIONAL INFO:

> www.queercents.com – A blog/post site on 
managing money; lots of topics and links 

> www.andrewtobias.com – Website of the best-
selling financial author

> www.gaybusinessworld.com – Lots of 
information on jobs, finance, insurance and 
retirement issues around the world

> Gay Money: Your Personal Guide to Same-Sex 
Strategies for Financial Security, Strength and 
Success Author Per Larson provides strategies 
tailor-made for people like us.



96

Parting Shot

“I imagine one of the  
reasons people cling to their 

hates so stubbornly is  
because they sense, once  

hate is gone, they will forced to 
deal with pain.”

JAMES A. BALDWIN,  
AMERICAN AUTHOR
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